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MEMOIRS 
of the LIFE of 


12h ROB; ER T s. 


N HAVE had it on my Mind, for ſome Years 
GL paſt, to commit to Writing ſome memo- 
NI S rable Paſſages, the Chief of which were tranſ- 
0 Ay ated in my Time, together with ſome ſhort 
Account of our Family. 
My Grandfather's Name was Joun Rozntars, alias 
— He liv'd at a Village call'd Sidding/on, within b 
a Mile of Grencefter, in Glouceflerſbire. I have heard he 
lived reputably on a little Eſtate of his own, which he oc- 
cupied, He married Mary SoLL1ss, Siſter to Aud Dagwᷓ] 
SoLL1ss, Eſq; who was in the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
and ſuſtain'd great Spoil in the Time of the Civil War be- 
tween K. CnaxLESs I. and the Parliament. I have heard, 
a Colonel, and his Men, and Horſes, quarter d themſelves 
upon him a conſiderable Time together, turning their Horſes 
to the Corn and Hay Mows. | 
My Father and his next Neighbour went into the Army 

under Oliver Cronewell, and continued till they heard (i- 
rencefter was taken by the King's Party ; when they thought 
proper to return home, to ſee Een red with their Parents 
and 2 


I by Cirencefler, they were diſcover d 
ued 7 705 Two J of the King's Party (then 
in 1 the Town.) Seeing themſelves purſued, they 
„ Pao their Accoun and took to their Heels: But by rea- 
e 2 
& came up with my Father firſt ; and the Ne 
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Quarter, none they would give him; but laid on him with 
their Swords, cutting and ſlaſhing his Hands and Arms, which 
beheld up to fave his Head; as the Marks upon them did 
long after teſtify, At length it pleaſed the Almighty to put 
tit into his Mind to fall down on) = Face; which he did. 
Hereupon the Soldiers, being on Horſeback, cry'd to each 
dither, Alzght, and cut bis Throat ! But neither of them 
did; yet continued to ſtrike and prick him about the Abus, 
till they thought him dead. Then they left him, and pur. 
ſued his Neighbour, whom they preſently overtook and 
kill'd. Soon afjer they had left my Father, it was ſaid in 
his Heart, Riſe and flee for thy Life ; which Call he obey'd; 
and ſtarting upon his Feet, his Enemies eſpy'd him in Mo- 
tion,” and purſu d _ again. He ran doyn a ſteep Hill, and 
thro' a River, which ran Bottom of it; tho' with 
exceeding Difficulty, his Boots filling with Water, and his 
Wounds bleeding very m 


They follow'd him to the 
Top of the Eill ; but, ſeeing he had got over, purſued 
him no farther. He was at a Loſs which Way to take in 
this wounded and diſconſolate Condition, being ſurrounded 
with Enemies on every Hand. At length he determin'd to 
g to his Uncle So/ifs's ; from whence he ſent a Servant te 
a Widow at Cirenceſter (at whoſe Houſe the Chief Officers 
lay) with whom he was acquainted, deſiring her to come to 
him; which ſhe readily did, and offered him all the Service 
in her Power. He defir'd her, as the principal Officers lay 
at her Houſe, to uſe her Intereſt with em to give Command 
that none of the Soldiers might offer him any Abuſe. Which 
the effected; and in Goodwill to her they likewiſe ſent their 
ableſt Surgeon to him. He was a Man of great Skill, but 
of a ſour Diſpoſition ; for he told my Father, / he had 
met him in the Field, he would have hill d him himſelf ; but 
now, ſaid he, TI cure you; which he did. When my Fa- 
ther found himſelf able he went to his Father's Houſe, and 
found him very ill in Bed. They greeted each other with 
many Tears, and a-great Intermixture of Joy and Sor- 
row. After ſome Time, my Father perceiv'd him to 
tremble to fuch a Degree, that the Bed ſhook under him. 
Upon which my Father ak'd him how it was with kim? 
He reply d, Iam well: I feel no Paih. © Tis the mighty 
* Power of Gop that ſhakes me.“ After lying ſtill ſome 
Time, he broke out in a ſweet Melody of Spirit, laying, | 


[5] 3 
* In the Lonap only have I Righteouſneſs and Strength ! In 
* Gop have I Salvation! 1 don't remember to have 
heard he ſaid any Thing more before his Departure. 

The Civil War continuing, my Father found he could not 
be ſafe at home ; and therefore he went again, and conti- 
nued 'till near the Concluſion of that dreadful Eruption; 
when he return'd again to his ſorrowful Family at Siddington. 
After ſome Time he took to Wife Lydia Tinda/, Daughter 
of Thomas Tindal of Slincomb, near Durſey; a religious Fa- 
mily, and one of thoſe under the Denomination of Puritans. 
Matthew Hale (afterwards Lord Chief-Juſtice of England) 
was her Kinſman, and drew her Marriage-Settlement. It 
pleaſed Gov to give em Six Children, viz. John, Joſeph, 
Lydia, Thomas, Nathaniel, and Daniel. Togb and Lydia 
died young ; Thomas was kill'd, at the Age of Fourteen, by 
a Kick from a Mare; the reſt living to Man's Eſtate. f 

In the Vear 1665, it pleaſed the Lord to ſend Two Wo- 
men Friends, out of the North, to Cirenceſfer, who, — 
ing after ſuch as feared Gov, were directed to my Father, 
as the likelieſt Perſon to entertain em. They came to his 
Houſe, and deſired a Meeting. He granted it, and invited 
ſeveral of his Acquaintance to fit with em. After ſome Time 
of Silence, the Friends ſpake a few Words, which had a 
good Effet. Aſter the Meeting, my Father endeavour'd 
to engage em in Diſcourſe : But they ſaid little, only recom- 
mended him to Richard Farnſworth, then Priſoner for the 
Teſtimony of Truth, in Banbary Jail, to whom they were 
going. Dern the Recommendation my Father went ſhortly 
after to the Priſon, in order to converſe with Richard ; 
where he met with the Two Women who had been at his 
Houſe. The Turnkey was denying them Entrance, and 
telling them he had an Order not to let any of thoſe giddy- 


headed People in ; and therefore, if they did go in, he would 
| keep them there. But upon my "Father's Deſire they were 


admitted in along with him, and conducted, through ſeveral 
Rooms, to a Han where Richard Farnſworth was 


| preaching, thro' a Grate, to the People in the Street, But 


E 


ſoon after they came in he diſiſted, and, after a little Time 
of Silence, turning to them, he ſpake to this Purpoſe: That 
* Zacheus, being a Man of low Stature, and having a Mind 
* to ſee Curisr, ran before, and climb'd up into a Svc 
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| © call'd to him, Zacheus, come down ! This Day is Salvatie" 
came to thy Houſe. Thus, Zacheus was like ſome in our 
© Day, who, are climbing up into the Tree of Knowledge, 
thinking to find Car1sT there. But the Word now is, 2 
® cheus come down! come down! for that which is to be 
* hnown of GOD tis maniftfled WiTHIN,* This, with more 
to the ſame Purpoſe, was ſpoken in ſuch Authority, that, 
when my Father came home, he told my Mother he had 
ſeen Richard Farnſworth, who had ſpoke to his Condition 
as if he had known him from his Youth. - And after this 
Time he- patiently bore the Croſs ; and afterwards, when 
it pleaſed Gop to communicate to him a Portion of the 
Knowledge of his Bleſſed Truth, a Neceſſity was laid upon 
him, one Firſt-Day Morning to go to the Publick Worſhip- 
houſe in Girencefler in the Time of Worſhip, not oy 
what might be required. of him there. He went ; and, 
ſtanding with his Hat on, the Prieſt was ſilent for ſome 
Time: But being aſk d why he did not go on? he anſwer'd, 
he could not, while that Man flood with his Hat on. Upon 
this, ſome took him by the Arm, and led him into the 
Street, ſlaying at the Door to keep him out: But after wait- 
ing a little in Stilneſs, he found himſelf clear, and paſſed a- 
way. As he paſs'd the Market-place, the Tie of his Shoe 
flacken'd ; and, while he ſtooped down to faſten it, a Man 
came behind him, and ſtruck him on the Back a hard Blow 
with a Stone, ſaying, There, take that for Jssus ChyRisT's 
Jake, He anſwer'd, So I do; not looking back to ſee who 
it was, but quietly going his Way. A few Days after a 
Man came and aſked him Forgiveneſs ; telling him He was 
the unhappy Man that gave him the Blow on his Back, and 
he could have no Reſt ſince he had done it. 4 
Not long after, Three Friend: came that Way, who 
{ound the like Concern, viz, Robert Silveſter, Philip Grey, 
and Thomas Onyon. Theſe ſtanding in the Steeple-houſe 
with their Hats on, tho' they ſaid nothing, the Prieſt was 
filent: And being aſk'd if he was not well? he anſwer'd, 
he. could not go forward while thoſe dumb Dogs ford there. 
Whereupon the People dragg'd em out: And the Prieſt 
afterwards informing a Juſlice that they interrupted him in 
Divine Service, they were bound over to the Quarter - Seſſi- 
ons. My Father, at their Defire, accompany'd them to the 


Weight, that it made him tremble till the Bed ſhook un- 
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bad accuſed them, the Behch, in a Rage, without aſking 
them any Queſtions, order'd their Mittimus. to be made. 
This unjuſt aud illegal Proceeding kindled my Father's Zeal; . 

inſomuch that he, ite pping forward, call'd to the Juſtices, 

ſaying, Are not theſe who fit on the Bench ſworn to do Ju- 
ice ? [; there not a Man among you that will do the Thing 
that is right * Whereupon, Jobi Stephens, of Lipeat (then 
Chair-man) cry'd out Who are you Sirrah? What is your 
Name? My Father telling him his Name, he ſaid, 7 am 
glad I bade you here: I have heard of pc. You deſerve a 
Stone Doublet : There's many an boneſter Man than you hang d. 
I may be ſo, anſwer' d niy Father: But what doft thou the 
becomes of theſe that hang noueſt Men? The Juſtice 1 'd, 
I'll fend you to Priſon ; and if any InJurre&ton or Tumult be in 
the Land, Ill come and cut your Throat firſt with my own 
Sword ; for I fear to fleeþ in my Bed, le ſuch Fanatichs 
ſhould come and cut my Throat : And, ſnatching up a Ball of 
Wax, he violently threw it at my Father ; who avoided the 
Blow by ſtepping aſide. Their Mittimus's were then made, 
and they were all ſent to Priſon. 1 

The ſame Evening my Uncle Solliſi, who was one of the 
Juſtices on the Bench, came to the Priſon, and, cMling for 
my Father, aſk'd him if he was willing to have his Liberty 
to go home to his Wife and Family? Upon what Terms 
Uncle ? ſaid my Father. | | 
*  Fuftice. Upon ſuch Terms, that the Jailor open the 
Doors, and let you out. | 

John Roberts. What ! without entering into any Recog+ 

rizance ?, % | 

Juſtice. Yes. | 

John Roberts. Then I accept of my Liberty. But admins, 
Uncle, how thou and ſeveral others could fit upon the Bench as 
awith your Thumbs in your Mouths, when you ſhould ſpeak a 
Word in behalf of the Innocent. e 

Juſtice. You muſt learn to live under a Law, Couſin, | 
And if you'll accept of your Liberty till next Seſſions you ⁵ 
may have it: If not, ſtay were you are. | 

So they parted ; and on the Morrow my Father went 
home, having alſo the Jailor's Leave. io: 

In the Night a Concern came upon him, with ſuch 


Oo 
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ed: The Lond requires hard Things'of me : 1f it would pleaſe 
him, I had rather lye down my Life than obey bim in what he 
requires at 7 Hands. To which my Mother reply d; If 


© thou art fully perſuaded the Loxp requires it of thee, I 
would not have thee diſobey him; for he will require no- 
© thing of us but what he will enable us to go thro' : There- 
fore we have good Cauſe to truſt in him.” On which he 
ſaid, I muſt go to this John Stephens, who is my great Enemy, 
and ſent me to Priſon, where he ſaid he would ſecure me ; and 
az my Uncle Sollis in Kindneſs has given me Leave to come home, 
1 can expett no more Favour. from him, if I now go and run 
myſelf into the Mouth of my Adverſary. But. I muſt go aubat- 
ever I ſuffer. He aroſe, and prepared for his Journey; but 
durſt eat or drink nothing. When he mounted his Horſe, 
the Command of the Loxp was to him, Remember Lot's 
. Wife: Look not back. So on he rode very chearfully 8 or 9 
Miles, till he came within Sight of the Juſtice's Houſe ; and 
then he let in the Reaſoner, who reaſoned him out of all his 
Courage, preſenting to his Mind, that his Uncle Solliſi and 
his Neighbours would ſay, he had no Regard for his Wife 
and Family, thus to puſh himſelf into the Hands of his 
greateſt Enemy. This brought ſuch a Cloud over his Mind, 
that he alighted off his Horſe, and ſat down upon the 
Ground, to ſpread his Cauſe before the Lox d. After he 
had waited ſome Time in Silence, the Loxp appeared and 
diſſipated the Cloud, and his Word was to him, Go, and I 
will go with thee, and will give thee a threſhing Inflrument, 
and thou ſhalt threſh the Mountains. Now he was exceeding- 
ly overcome with the Love of God: And I have often 
heard him ſay, he was filled like a Veſſel that wanted Vent, 
and ſaid in his Heart, Thy Preſence is enough, proceeding to 
the Houſe with great Satisfaction. It being pretty early 
in the Morning, and ſeeing the Stable Door open, he went to 
the Groom, and deſir d him to put up his Horſe. While 
this was doing the Juſtice's Son and his Clerk came up, who 
roughly ſaid, © I thought you had been in Glouceſter Caſtle,” 
John Roberts. So ] was. 

Clerk, And how came you out? 

John Roberts. When thou haſt Authority to demand it, 
I can give thee an Anſaver. But my Buſineſs is with thy Ma- 
fler, if 1 may ſpeak with him. 5 


. 


| 
| John Roberts, . .JF 2hou ſeft. me uncivil, I defire-thee to tell 
me of it. SIP Tuan ices fee oe hag 1 4 
- They went in; and my Father following them, they bid 
Kim take a Turn in the ay, and they would pin the 
uſtice of his being there. He was ſoon called in; and my 
ather no ſooner ſaw him, but he believed the Losp had 
been at work upon him: For, as he behay'd to him with the 
Fierceneſs of a Lion before, he now appeared like a Lamb, 
meeting him with a pleaſant Countenance, and, taking him 
by the Hand, ſaid, Friend Haywood, How do you To * 
My Father anſwer'd, Pretty well; and then proceeded thus : 
LI am come, in the Fear and Dread of Heaven, to warn 
©thee to repent of thy Wickedneſs with Speed, left the 
Losp cut the Thread of thy Life, and ſend thee to the 


Pit that is bottomleſs. I am come to warn thee, in great 


© Love, whether thou wilt hear or forbear, and to preach 
“the everlaſting Gong to thee,” The Juſtice reply d. 
© You are a welcome Meſſenger to me; that is what I have 
long deſired to hear.” The everlafliing Goſpel (returned my 
Father) is ?he Jane that Gop ent his Sedan John to declare, 
aoben be ſaw an Angel fly thro" the midff of Heaven, ſays 
with a. loud Voice, * Fear .Gop, and give Glory to his Name: 
and worſhip. Him cube made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and 
© the Fountains of Water.” The Juſtice then cauſed my Fa: 
ther to fit down by him on his Couch; and ſaid, * I be- 
* lieve your Meſſage is of Gop, and I receive it as ſuch., I 
© am ſorry I have done you 2 I will never wrong 
* you more. I would pray you to forgive me, and to pray 

* to God to forgive me.” After much more Diſcourſe, he 
offered my Father the beſt Entertainment his Houſe affords 
ed; but my Father excus'd himſelf from eating or ai 
with him at that Time, exprefling his kind Acceptance: 
his Love; and ſo in much Love they parted, - o 
The ſame Wilkam Dewſberry had appointed a Meeting 
at Tedbury ; whither my Mather went. But ſhe was ſo con- 
cerned on account. of my Father's Exerciſe, that ſhe could 
receive little Benefit from . the Meeting. after the Meeting 
was ended, M lim Dew/ſeerry walk d to and fro in a long 
Paſſage, groaning in Spirit; and by and by came op my 
Mather, and, ho“ ſhe. was a. Ong to him, he his 
Hand upon her Head, and fad, Woman, thy Sorrow in 


| -__- 

great: I ſorrow with thee, Then walking a little to and 
fro, as before, he came to her again, and ſaid: * Now the 
© Time is come that thoſe who marry muſt be as tho' they 
* marry'd not, and thoſe who have Huſbands as tho' they 
© had none; for the Lokv calls for all to be offered up.“ 
By this ſhe ſaw the Loxp had given him a Senſe of her great 
Burthen ; for ſhe had not diſcovered her Exerciſe to any: 
And it gave her ſuch Eaſe in her Mind, that ſhe went home, 
rejoicing in the Loxp. She no ſooner got home, but ſhe 

found my Father return'd from Heat, where his Meflage 
was received in ſuch Love as was far from their Expecta- 
tion: The Senſe of which, much broke them into Tears, in 

Conſideration of the great Goodneſs of God, in ſo emincnt- 
ly making way for and helping them that Day. * 

At the next Seſſions my Father and the Three Friend: ap- 

in Court ; where, as ſoon as Juſtice Stephens eſpy'd 
them, he call'd to my Father, and ſaid, © Jobn, I accept 
your Appearance, and diſcharge you; and the Court diſ- 
| © charges you.. You may go about your Buſineſs,” But my 
Father, thinking his Work not done, did not haſten out of 
Court. Upon which, the Clerk demanded his Fees. What! 
doft mean Money ? ſays my Father. Yes: What do you 
think I mean? ſays the Clerk.“ My Father reply'd, I 
don't know that I owe any Man here any Thing but Love, and 
muſt ] now purchaſe my Liberty with Money ? 1 don't accept 
it on fuch Terms. . | . 

Clerk (to the Chairman). An't pleaſe Your Worſhip, Jobn 

won't Pay the Fees of the Court. | 

ohn Roberts. I don't accept my Liberty on ſuch Terms. . 
Then he was ordered to Priſon with the Three Friend. 
But in the Evening the Clerk diſcharged them, and ever af- 
ter carried himſelf very kindly to my Father. 

He was afterwards caſt into Priſon at Cirencefler, by 
George Ball, Vicar of Upper Siddington, for Tythes. Where 
was confined at the ſame Time, upon the ſame Ac- 
count, E/izabeth Hewlings, 2 Widow, of Amney, near Ci- 
renceſier, She was a good Chriſtian, and ſo good a Midwife 
that her Confinement was a Loſs to that Side of the Country; 
inſomuch, that Lady Dunch, of Down- Ammey, thought it 
would be an Act of Charity to the Neighbourhood to pur- 


chaſe her Liberty, by paying the Prieſt's Demand ; which 
the did. She Wen came to Crenceſter in a Coach, and 


1 
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fent ber Footman, Akexander Cornwell, to the 
bring Elizabeth to her. And while Elizabeth was 
ready to go with the Man my Father and he ſell into a little 
Diſcourſe. He aſk'd my Father his Name, and where his 
Home was; which when my Father had told him. What! 
* ſaid he, are you that Jabs Haywocd, of Siadington, who 
keeps great Conventicles at your Houſe." My ather an- 


ſwer'd, The Church of CartsT often meets at my Houſe. 1 ſup- 


poſe I am the Man thiu meaneft. I have often, reply'd Cors- 


wall, heard my Lady ſpeak of you; and 1 am ſure ſhe . 


would gladly be acquainted with you.” When he returned 


to his Lady, he told her he had met with ſuch a Man in the 


Priſon as, he believed, ſhe would not ſuffer to lie in Priſon 
for Conſcience-ſake ; informing her withal who it was. 
She immediately bid him go back and fetch him to her, 
Accordingly he came to Jail, and told my Father his Lady 
wanted to ſpeak with him, my Father anſwere , Fam 
body would ſpeak with me, they muſt come where I am; for A 
am & Priſoner. ©* Oh, ſaid 11, I'll get Leave of the 
Jailor for you to go. Which he did. And when they came 
before the Lady, ſhe E on a majeſtic Air, to ſee how the 
Quaker would greet her. He went up towards her, and 
bluntly ſaid, Woman, would'ft thou ſpeak with me? | 
Lady. What's your Name ? 


John Roberts, My Name is John Roberts; but I am com- 
monly Iro ron by the Name of John Haywood in. the Place 


zwhere I live. 
Lady. Where do you live ? 


John Roberts. 4+. a Village called Siddington, about a 


Mile diftant from this Town. ; 
K Lady. Are you the Man that keeps Conventicles at your 
ouſe? 


John Roberts. The Church of Cutir do often meet at 


my Houſe. I preſume I am the Man thou meant. 
Lady. What do you lie in Priſon for ? 


John Roberts. Becauſe, for Conſcience: ſale, I can't pay an 


Hireling Prieſt what he demands of me; therefore be, ike the 


Prophets of Old, prepares War agairft me, becauſe I can't 


fut into bis Mouth, 


Lay. By whatT have heard of you, I took you to be a 


wiſe Man, and if yoa could not pay him yourſelf, you 
might let ſomebody elſe pay him for you. | 


10 


Priſon, to 


7 
[22]: 

John Riberts. Tr <vould br undby- bat Dun and 
NN bim myſelf than be ſuth a Bypocyire 
Lady. hen ſpoke e ſome Neighbour or Friend Houta 

pay him for you, unknown tb you, *. would chooſe to not 
lie Lein Priſon when you might hd ve your Liberty. 

John Roberts. * am very well content f I am till it. 
foal pleaſe God to make way for my Freedom. 

- Lady. I have a Mind to ſet you at Liberty, that I may 
have ſome of your Company, which I cannot well have 
while you are in the Priſon. | 

Then, ſpeaking to her Man, ſhe bid him go to the 


Prieft's Attorney, and tell him ſhe would fatisfy him, and 


then pay the Jailor his Fees, and get a Horſe for my Fa- 
ther to go to Down: Amney with her. 

John Roberts. JF thou art a charitable Woman, as T take 
thee to be, there are abroad in the World many real Objeas of 
Charity on a hom to beſtow thy Pounty : But to feed ſuch De- 
e<wurers as theſe I don't think to be Charity. They are like Pha- 
roah's lenn Nine; they eat up the Fat and the Goodly, and hok 
net a whit the better. 

Lady. Well; I would have you get ready to go with us. 

John Roberts. 1 don't know thou art like to hade me when 
thou haſt bought ard paid for me : For if I may have my Liberty, + 


4 fall think it my Place to he at home with m) Wife and Fa- 


emily. Bur, if thou defirs/t it, 1 intend te come Ty 'ſee thee, at 
Down-Amney -fome other Time. © ; 
That wili ſuit me hetter, But ſet you Time, 
and I'll lay aſide all other boſ neſs to have your Company, 
John Roberts. 77 it plisſe Go to give me Life, Health, 
and Libe:!y I intend to come on Seventh Day next ; the Day 
then callcf! Saturday. | 
Is that as far as you uſe to promiſe J 
John Roberts. e.. " 5 
According to his Appointment, my Pather went; and 
found her very .inguiftive about the Things of Gon, aid 
attentive to ine 'Truths he delivered She engaged 
Bim likewiſe a ſccond Time, and treated him with: abun- 
dance of regard. A third Time ſhe bid her Man Cornwall 
Nan him, and deſire him to appoint a Day when he would 
ber anotl.er Viſit: And then order'd him to go to ]'rieſt | 


| 83 , of Cirencefler, ard deſire him to come and take a 


Dinner with her the fame Time; and not let either of them 
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42d Ke her was to be there. On the Day appointed my 
Father went; and when he had got within Sight of her 
Houſe he heard a Horſe behind him, and l back, he 
ſaw the Prieſt following him; which made him conclude the 
Lady had projected to bring them When the 
Prieſt came up to him, Well over Juba, ſaid he: 
* How far are you going this Way? 2 Father anſwered, | 


| my I. R 


What! ſaid he did they come t 
the Servant. 1 admire at that, 
* beckon Job out, lin Bled to ms up the Back- 
„Stairs. When wy Father came up, ſhe told hi ſhe had 
been very ill in a Fit of the Stone, and faid, * Live Aus 
* you have done Good in many Diſtempers. | 
John Roberts, 2 I have ; but to this of the pee 
Jam a Stranger. J once knew a Man, who livid at 
Eaſe and fared dilicately, as thou may'ft do, and whilſt he con- 
tinued in that Practice be was much afflited with that Diftems - 
per. But it pleaſed the Loup to vit him with the Knowledge 
of his blefſed Truth, which brought him to a more regular and 
. Life, and this preſerved bim more free from it. p 
E Oh! I know what you aim at. A oro hes 
me a And I confeſs if I could be ſuch a one as | 
vou are, I would be a Quaker To-morrow. —Bat I under- 
ſtand Mr. Careleſi is below; and tho you are Men of diffe- 
rept Perſuaſions, I account you both wiſe and godly Men, 
and ſome moderate Diſcourſe of the Things of Go E 
you, I believe, would do me G. 
John Roberts. I be aſt me any | 7 
Hall enable me, 1 Ball entavur ts gs 
. ACEIENNGS : And, after a-Compliment 
.or two, the faid : to ſend for you, to tale an 
i Der — tho' I am: your ij 
Company by my 1llneſs. But Jas Haywood and meu. be. | 
ing Perſous of different Perſuaſions (tho I believe both good i 
Chriſtians), if you would ſoberly aſk and anſwer each other 
a few Queſtions, it- would thus eps ppp” '4 
* leſs ſenſible of the Pains I lie under, ä {$I 4 f 


trine and dangerous Tenet. | 


* Was 
„ 141 > 


- Prieft: An't pleaſe Your Ladyſhip, I ſee nothing in that. 
Lady. Pray, Mr. Caraleſi, alk / ſome ions. 
- Prieft. It will not edify Your Ladyſhip; for I have diſ- 


_ eourſed Jebn, and ſeveral others of his Perſuaſion, divers 


Times, and I have read their Books, and all to no Purpoſe 3 
for. they ſprung from the Papiſts, and hold the ſame Doc - 
trine the Pepiſts do. Let Jobn deny it if he can. Ss 


John Roberts. I fad thou art ſetting ws out in very black 


Charaders with Dafegn to affright me ; but therein, thou wilt 
be nmifiaken. I adviſe thee to fay no worſe of us than thou 
eanft make out, and ther make us as black as thou can. Aud 


— canſi prove me a Papi, in one Thing, witb the Help of 


Til prove thee like them in ten. And this Woman, who 

ties here in Bed, Hall be » 18 9561 : 11 
. Prieft. The Quakers hold that damnable Doctrine, and 
us Tenet, of Perſection in this Life; and ſo do the 
Papiſts. If you go about to dem it, Job, I can prove 
you hold it. | = 
John Roberts. I doubt thou art now going about to belze 
the Papi/is behind their Backs, as thou baft beretofore done by 
us. For, by what I have learnt of. their Principles, they do 


. aot believe a State of Freedom from Sin, and Acceptance vith 
God, poffible on this Side the Grave ; and therefore they have 


to themſelves a Place of Purgation after Death. But 
aubether they believe ſuch a State attainable or wo, Ido. © 
- Prieſt. An't pleaſe Your Ladyſhip, Fob: has confeſs d e 
nough out of his own Mouth ; for that is a damnable Doc- 
John Roberts. I would aſe thee one Dueftion : Daft than 
own a „* -_0p | 15% 2 
Prieſt. G0. | 74 EET or 15:14 
John Roberts. Then the Papiſt, in this Cafe, are wiſer 
than ther They wn the Saying of Cunisxr, who told the 
wnbelieving Jews, / they dy d in their Sint, whether be <oent 
they could not come. But, by thy Diſcourſe, thou and thy Fol- 
dowers mu/? needs go 
e a Place ef on after Death, nor ſuch u Prepara- 
tion for Heaven to-be' poſſible in this Life,. ts is abſolutely meef- 
Jary. | ' The Scripture thou know'ft teſlrus, where Death leaves 
us, Jadgment will find us. If 4 Tree falls towards the 
North or South, there it muſt lye An fnce. no unclean 


T Thing can enter the Kingdom of Heaven, gray tel this podr 


to Deftrudtion ; fence thou neither 


* ** 


ther ever, or never, 


; 
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n Ae. 
muſt expe to be freed rum her Sin, 
aud made fit for the Kingdom of Heaven; err 
lead the Blind "vill both fall into the Ditch. Ty 
No, Fab, yon miſtake me: 1 believe um 


Lt Gor, Almighty is able of his great Mercy to forgive Per- 


r rede del 
they depart this Life. * Js 

et mh tn 1 believe the ſans. Bur, if thow nvilt lim 
the Holy One. of l ſrael, bow hy wilt give int cbr Lens 
Linus of a Pp ſor 1 „ 
Ti It may or two.. | 

John Roberta. Uh Een e 
Hour or Nuo. 


| Prieft. * 1 believe ſo to | 

John Roberts. Os @ Wk or two. a 
carried it to  Momb' or two ; and 10 y "till he 
brought it to ſeven Years, the Prieſt he believed 
* DA On which my Father thus proceeded : * How | 
* could" thou 'accuſe me of Papery, in this Doc- 
* trine, which thou thyſelf haſt confek'd too ? If I am like 

4 a Papiſt, thou art, by thy own Confeffion, as like a Papift 
n Lam. And if it be a damnable Doctrine and dangerous 
4 Tenet in the Quakers, is it not the ſame in thyſelf? Thou 
« told'ſt me I mittook thee'; but baft not thou miſtaken thy- 
* ſelf in condemning thy own acknowledg'd Opigion when 
* uttered by me? Bur notwithſtanding thou haſt fajl}d in 
* malcing me out ta beg Papiſt in this Partieular; can't 
thou do it in any Thing elſe ?” Upon this the Pricitþe- 
er my Father thus : Well tho? hot 
— —— me like them, it need not hinder le 
thee pry gens > Things. Por In- 
0 155 ou build Houſes and conſecrate them, —— 
es , as do the Papiſts.' You hang Bells in em, and 
— oe pegs calling them by the Names of Saints ; {@ 
Cs hay. The Pope and Prieſts of the RomiG Church 
Curplices,- Cafſocks, c. calling them their 
Orusments; here thou haſt the like z and do f not thau file 
* them thy Ornaments? You conſecrate the Ground vhere yon 
s interr your Dead, calling it holy Ground ; ſo do they. Ih 
* ſhorr, thou art ike « Papiſt in ſo many Things, he had 
* need be a wiſe Man Sg ee 


; 


* 
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At this, the Prieft appear d uneaſy, and ſaid to the Lady, 
Madam, I muſt beg your Excuſe ; for there's to be a. Ler- 
ture this Afternoon, and I muſt be there. She preſs'd him 
to ſtay to Dinner, but he earneſth/deſred to be excus d. So a 


Slice or two being cut off the Spit, he eat and took his Leave. 


The Lady then ſaid to my Father, had ſhe not ſeen ir, 
ſhe could not have believed Mr. Careleſs could have been 
fo foil'd in Diſcourſe by any Man: For, | ſaid; ſhe, : I accoun- 
ted him as ſound and orthodox a Divine as any was; but 
now I muſt tell you, I am ſo far of your Opinion, that if 
you'll let me know when you have a Meeting at your Houſe, 
and ſomebody to preach (not a filent Meeting) I'll come and 
hear em myſelf. My Father anſwer'd, he expected ſhe 
would be as good as her Word, Not long after came two 
Friend: to my Father's Houſe ; and tho” the Weather "was 
very ſevere, he found he could not be eaſy without ac- 
quainting her with it. So he went to her Houſe ; but ſhe 

d a little forpriz'd, ſay ing, What's your Will now, 
John ? He informed her of the two Friends, and their In- 
tention of having a Meeting at his Heuſe. How can yon 
expect, ſaid the, I ſhould go out ſuch Weather as this ? 
* You know I feldom ſtir out of my Chamber; and to go 
* ſo ſar may endanger my Health.” My Father returned, 
I would not have make Excuſes, as ſome of Old did, 
* and were not found worthy. Thou know'ſt Time is none 
of ours, and we know not whether we may have the like 


puttin the Glaſſes, may be pretty warm; and when 
thou a Houſe, I know my Wife will do her 
«beſt for thee. me order'd her Coach and Six to be 
got ready, (for the Diſtance was ſeven Miles) ſaying, © Jobn's 
* like Death, he'll not be deny d.“ My Father came along 
with her; and, during the Time of Silence in the Meeting, 
ſhe appear'd ſomething reſtleſs ; but was very attentive 
whilſt either of the Friends were ſpeaking. She was very 
well pleas'd after the Meeting. and fat at Table with the 
Friends, While the reſt fat ſilent, ſhe would be frequently 
whiſpering to my Mother, till one of em ſpake a few 
Words before Meat. She was aſham'd, and told my Mo- 
ther, When ſhe was among the Great, ſhe was accounted a 


wiſe Woman ; but now Cen among you Booker 
> | 31 am 


* Opportunity again. The Snow need not much incom- 
y thee : Thos may'ft be quickly in thy Coach, and, 
* 


mode 


4 
4 


- 


5 Ni 
T m a very Pool. Preſently after Dinner the return d 
home, and came ſeveral Times to the Meeting afterwards z 
and I am fully perſuaded ſhe was convinced of the Truth 3 
| but, r 

Her Man, Alexander Corwwall, was convinced of the. 
Truth, and was afterwards a Priſoner with my Father in 
Gloucefler Caſtle ; where the Jailor was very cruel to em, 
ſometimes putting them into the common Jail among Felons, 
and other Times he would hire a Tinker 8 for his 
Fees) to trouble them in the Night by play ing on his Hautboy. 
i _ One Time in particular my Father being concerned to ff 
| to him in the Dread and Power of Gov, it ſtruck him to ſuch 
a Degree, that he dropp'd the Inſtrument out of his Hand, 
and would never take it into Hand upon that Occaſion any 
more, When the Jailor aſk'd him why he diſcontinued it, 
he anſwered, * They are the Servants of the Living Gov, 
* and I'll never play more to diſturb them, if you hang ms 
up at the Door for it.“ What! faid the Jailor, are you 
* bewitch'd too? ['ll turn you out of the Caſtle.” Which 
he did ; and the Friends who ere there Priſoners rais'd him - 
ſome Money, cloath'd him, and away he went. 
Some Time after Father had Tos Conferences with 
| Nicholſen, Biſhop of Gloucefter, introduced in the 
following Manner. An Apparitor came to cite my Father to 
Appear at the Biſhop's Court: But he told my Father he 
could not encourage him to come, leſt they ſhould enſnare 
him, and ſend him to Priſon. At the ſame Time he 
a Servant of my Father's, named Jobn Overall. My Fa- 
ther went at the Time appointed, without his Servant + 
And when his Name was called over he anſwered to it. 
The Diſcourſe that occurr'd was in Subſtance as follows: 
" Biſhop. What's your Name? - * 
John Roberts. I have been called by my Name, and anfwer-: 


LY 


ed to it. 4; 

ip. I defire to hear it again. 
ohn Roberts. My Name it John Roberts. 

„ „e you were bern Zedertey bat you. were 


not born John. Pray who gave you that Name? | 
"Ja Roberts. haſt aft'd me a hard Queſtion, 
n 7 Nene being gies a fgfore 4 meer capa of exmanenring 


0 
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Name they always call d me by, and to that Name 1 alzways 
N and ¶ believe none need to call it in queſtion now. 

' Bifbep. No, no; but how many Children have you? 

John Roberts. I hath pleaſed Gov to give me Six Chil- 
drew ; Three of aubom he was Pleaſed to take from me; the o- 
ther Three are ſtill living. 

Biſhop. And how many of them have been biſhop'd ? 

John Roberts. None that I hnow of. 

Biſhop. What Reaſon can you give for that? 

John Roberts. A wery good one, 7 think: Met of my Chil- 
drey were born in Oliver s Days, when s were out of 
Faſbion. [ At this the Court fell a laughing. ] 

Biſbep. But how many of them have been baptiz d? 

Fr Roberts, What doft thou mean by that ? 

oy, What! don't you own Baptiſm? : 

4 John Roberts. Ne ; but perhaps ade may differ in that 

oint. 

© Bifbep. What Baptiſm do you own ? That of the Spirit, 
I ſuppoſe. £ 

John Roberts. Yer. What other Baptiſm ſhould ] own ? 
Biſhop. Do you own but one Baptiſm? 

John Roberts. F one be enough, what needs any more? 
The A. 4 . on Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. 

hat ſay you of the Baptiſm of Water ? 

ow 2 T1 ſay, there was a Man ſent from Gov, 

©1hoſe name was John, who had a real Commiſſion for it; and 
nn only Mas that I read of who was impower'd for 
er Work, POE: 

Biſbep. But what if I make it a to you, me 
of CnnisT's Diſciples themſelves 22 wich Mater, after 
CnrtisT's Aſcention? 

John Reberts, 7 fuppeſe that's no very difficult Taſt; but 
ewhat is that to me? - 

Biſbop. Is it nothing to you what Cnnsr's Diſciples 
themſelves did. 

John Roberts. Not in every Thing ; for Paul, that Emi- 
nent Apofile, who I fuppoſe thou wwilt grant had as — — a 
Cenmiſſon as any of the reſt of the Ape 4% nay, be ſays him- 

Lell. be was not a whit behind the efeft of them, and yet 
be boneftly conſefſes be had no Commiſſion with Ma- 

e ſurtber ſays, I thank Gop I A been none but ſuch 


Water) but tq preach the Goſpel. Aud if be t ag /ant, 1 
evould ſoberly aſe who required it at his Hand: ? 2 
might haue as little Thanks for his Labour as thou | 
fer thine; and I would woillingly know who ſent thee to þ 

Biſhop. This is not our preſent Bufineſs. You are here re- 
| turn'd for not coming Church, What ſay you to that * 


to 
| John Roberts. I defire to ſee my Accuſers. 
N It is the Miniſter and Church- wardens. Do you 
y it ? X 
John Roberts. Tes I de : For it is always my Principle and 
L  Pra#ice to go to Church. | 
| Biſhop. And de you go to Church ? 5 
| John Roberts. Tes; and ſometimes the Church comes to me. 
| Biſhop. The Church comes to you ? I don't underſtand 
| you, Friend. Tha 
John Roberts. I may be ſo: 'Tis often for Want of a good 
Underflanding that the Innocent are made to ſuffer. 
Appariter. My Lord, he keeps Meetings at his Houſe, 
and he calls that a Church. | 
John Roberts. No; I no more believe my Houſe to be a 
Church than believe what you call fo to be one. I call the 
People of God the Church of Gop, whereſoe ver they ere 
met to worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. And when 1 ſay 
the Church comes to me, 1 mean the Aſſembly of ſuch Worſhip- 
pers, who frequently meet at my Houſe. I do not call that a 
Church which you do, which is made of Wood and Stone; That 
| is but the Workmanſhip of Mens Hand; whereas the true 
| Church confifts of living Stones, and is built up by CHRIST, @ 
| Shiritual Houſe, to Gov. 
| Bisop. We call it a Church figuratively, meaning the 
| Place where the Church meets, 
| John Roberts: I fear you call it a Church hypocritically and 
deceitfully, with Deſign to awe the People into a Veneration 
| for the Place, which is not due to it, as tho your Conſecrations 
bad made that Houſe holier than others. | 
| Biſhop. What do you call that which we call a Church? 
ohn Roberts. I may properly enough be call'd a Mais-houſe, 
| it being formerly built for that Purpoſe. 
| Apparitor. Mr. Haywoed, it is expected you ſhould ſhew 
more Reſpect than you do 


in this Place in keeping on your 


MS | 


| 
: 
| 


"4 ty, M a Biſhop. 
a6 [Hs Roberts. I re better Thi 


tenance and faid, Don't you know 


- tempt of Authority, with it on, I'll aſſure you, Frienc 


[ 20 ] 
ep. No, no; keep on your Hat: 1 8 it 
Fom you. A little after, the Biſhop faid : Well Friend; 
This is not a convenient Time for you and I to diſpute ; but 
I may take you to my Chamber, and convi:.ce you of your 
Errors, > 


© John Roberts. I Soul take it kindly of Thee, or any Man 


elſe, to convince me of any Errors that I hold ; and would bold 


10 longer. : 
Biſbop. Call ſome others. — Then my Father's Man 
was call'd ; who not appearing, the Apparitor ſaid, Mr. 
Haywood, is John Overall here? 

John Roberts. I believe not. 
Biſhop, What's the Reaſon he is not here? 
John Roberts. I think there are very good Reaſons for his 


* ia | 
Bop. What are they? Mayn't I know? 


John Roberts. In the firft Place, He is an Old Man, and - 


- not of Ability to undertake ſuch à Journey, except it was upon 


a very good Account. Tn the ſecond Place, be is my Servant ; 
And I can't ſpare him out of my Buſineſs in my Abſence. 

Biſhop. Why does he not go to Church then? 

John Roberts. He does go to Church ævitb Me.— At this 
the Court fell a laughing. = n 

Biſhop. Call ſomebody elſe. — Then a Baptiſt Preacher 
was call'd, who ſeeing the Biſhop's Civility to my Father, 
in ſuffering him to keep on his Hat, thought to take the 
ſame Liberty. At whom the _ put on a ſtern Coun- 

is is the King's Court, 

and that I fit here to repreſent His Majeſty's Perſon ? 
And do you come here in an uncivil and irreverent Manner, 
In Contempt of His Majeſty and this Court, with your 
Hat on? - I confeſs there are ſome Men in the World who 
make a Conſcience of putting off their Hats, to whom we 
ought to have ſome Regard. But for you, who can put 
it off to every Mechanick you meet, to come here, in Con- 


ou ſhall ſpeed never the better for it.— I heard my Father 
ay, theſe Words came ſo honeſtly from the Biſhop, that 
it did him zood to hear him. — The Baptiſt then taking off 


WW on; have 
N. igen Ee a: you 


What CIS Parr den n 
Ordinance of Baptiſm ? = Wan _ 


F= 0 ASI Pct Lord, 2 . 


er ä $ its 
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Bicbop. I thought fo. Then telling lin how and.wherd 
he might get it. be ve him a Space of Time to peruſe it 
that would not , ſatisfy him, to come 
to him, and he would give him full Satisfaction. 
Some Time after the Biſhop. ſent his Bailiff te tale my 
Father: But he was then gone to Briſee/ with George: Bog, 
The Officers came ſeveral Times and ſearch'd the Houſe 
for him, pretending they ony ny 2 org feta 

which would ſoon be made up, if they could ſee him. 
y Mother anſwer d, ſhe didn' 7 Nei br 455 
had would trouble him upon ſuch a 55 Account 3: thr by 
Chance any of his Cattle. treſpaſs 
readily em Satisfaction, without ner f 
Which they very well knew. However, ſhe always treat- 
re 
'em. My Fat ying away was ex 
they imagin d he abſconded for Fear of em; and therefore 
offer d my: Mother, if ſhe would give them Twenty Shit 
lings, to let him come home for. a Month. But ſhe. told 
"em. ſhe knew of no Wrong he had done to any Man, and 
— 3 . — em no Money; for that would im- 
Conſciouſneſs of Guilt. B ſaid ſhe, if my 

I can fred him, and if be thirſt, I can give him Drink. 
Upon this they flew — and ſaid they would have 
him if — above Gro for none could pardon him 
but the King. My Father returning home w ards thro 
Tedbury, was there inform'd that the Balliffs had been abogt 
his Houſes almoſt ever fince he went from home. 


11 


* 


Feel 


therefore contriv'd to come home after Day. light. . When 


he came into his own Grounds, the- Moon ſhining bri ght, 
he. '4 n ee thor 


8 


EEE {+ 
"" Jobn Roberts. e Sam, Stubbs ?: 
Jam. Stubbs. Yes, Maſ ter. - 

John Roberts. Haſt thou any Thing againſ! me ? [He was 
| a. 2D 7.0 hs 


a Bailiff - i APIS 22-9004 
ll. No, Maſter: I might; but J would not med- 


dle: I have wrong'd you enough already: God forgive me. 
Bur thoſe who now lay in Wait for you are the Paptons, my 


Lord Biſhop's! Bailifs.- I would not have you fall into 


their Hands, for they are mercileſs Rogues. 1 would have 


you, Maſter, take my Counſel : Ever while you live pleaſe 


a Knave; for an honeſt Man won't kurt you. My Fa- 


ther came home, and deſired vs not to let the Bailiffs in 
upon him that Night, that he 'mightt have an Opportunity 


of taking Counſel on his Pillow, In the Morning he told 
my Mother what he had ſeen that Night in a Viſion. I 
tho't, ſaid he, I was walking a fine green Way; 
but it was narrow; and had a Wall on cach Side of it. In 
my Way lay ſomething like à Bear, but more dreadful. 
The Sight of it put me. to a Stand, A Man, ſeei 


ſeeing me 


A , came to me with a ſmiling Coun and 
id, Why art afraid, Friend p It is chain'd, and can't 


hurt ther. I thought I made Anſwer, The Way is ſo a 
vow, T can't aſs by" but it may reach ne. Don't be aftaid, 
the Man, it can't burt ibes. I ſaw he ſpake in greit 
Goodwill, and t his Face ſhon like the Face of an 
A Upon which I toak Courage, and, ſtepping for- 
ward, laid my Hand upon his Head. —The ConttruQtion 
he made of this to my Mother was: Frith ir 4a Narrow 
Way; and this' Biſhop ties in my Way: I muff go ta bins, 
avbatever 1 air. © So he aroſe, ſet forward, and call'd up- 
on Amariah Drewert; a Friend of Cirenreſter, to accom- 
pany him. When they came to the Biſhop's Houſe, (at 
Chave near Glonceſter] they found a Butcher's Wife of 
Cirenceſter, whis was come to interceed for: her | Huſband, 
who wis put inte the Biſhop's Court for killing Meat on 
Firſt Days. "Two Young Sparks of the Rifſhop's Atcen- 
dants, were aſking her i the knew Jobs Haywood She 
anſwer'd, Yes wery dell. What is he Ws Man? ſaid they. 
A v Man, /aid he, ſetti his Neligon: But 
ene 06 thin; G of them dee give 
Five Shilling to ſee him; the other offer d Eight. Upon 
dich my Father ſtepp'd up to em; bat they (aid nat one 


— 


* . high Time Wiſer 2 — better Laws. 


his Company, and had him up Stai 
bim ſeated in his Chair, IT 
ſuming a Majeſtic Air. My 
and ſeeing the Biſhop didn't 
vearet, and thus acroſtet he 
with The... 5 

Biſhop. What is your Buſineſs 2 me Th 


Robires.. * 1 have heard hon haſt ſeat 6ut 7 Bi 
its to take me : Bu 


» Bibop. . 
1 a 2911 * 

1 ohn Roberts. Ter abe thei to tel as — * my Ha 
_— aan herring ee e 


ay. 

. Biſhop. The King is your Adverſary. The King's Laws 
you have broken : e that's 
more. 


Jobe Roberts. 0 G Schjefito ws Law b wither aiitve 
or paſſide. So that if a Nan can't, for Conſcience ſake, 
do the e Thing the Law requires, but paſſively ſuffers what 
the Law inflicts, the Law, [ conceive, is as fully naſwer'd ; 
22 if he had actually obey d. ; | 

Bihbep. "You are in chat too; For, fuppole » Man 


wrong 
|  firal- an Ox, and-be-taken-and.hang'dfor the Fat, what 


Reflicution is that to the Omer? 
Vein Roberts.) | None ut all. But tho” zt h no-Reflitetion 
© to the Owner, yet the Law ig fully ſutisfy d. Tho” the 
Owner be 4 Loſer, the Criminal has ſuffered the Puniſn- 
ment the Law inflicts, as an Equivalent for the Crime 
committed. But thou may ſt fee the Corruptneſs of ſuch 
* Laws, Which <p apt ee 
* the Life of a Beat. \ Sed Y 

+ Bp. Wber ! Do fock Men2s yo dt datt with-the Laine 

Jeb, Nair. Ver: Avid [41 tell thee „ tis 


For if this This 


few Y cars ſtanding. and you are 


Lind it: 


"mi t-repent, Sand wid ks Way. — But I hope thou 
not accule me of having flole ny n s Ox or Aſs, - 
2 — ben, / thou baue to give me Leave, 
Pl ate a Cofe more  garall to = Matter i in Hand. 
* ö 


4 
Jobe paſt Nebuchadnex- 
rar, King of Babylon, who ſet up an Image, and made a 
© Decree, that all who would not bow down to it ſhould be 
* caft the ſame Hour into a burning fiery Furnace. There 
were then Three Young Men, who ſerved the fame Gon 
© that I do now, ard theſe durſt not bow down to it; but 
<;paſfively ſubmitted their Bodies to the Flames. Was not 
that a ſufficient W to the 8 Decree of the 
r 50m ed's bk) 

yr» ves: Goo forbid elſe ! — - For that was to wor- 
dip the Workmanſhip of Mens Hands; which is Idolatry. 

John Roberts. Ii chat thy Judgment, my 4 e 

#orkmanſip of Mens Hands is Idolatry p | 

Biſhop. Yes certainly. 
Jon Roberts. Then give me Leave te off thee H 
Hand the Common-Prayer- Book 9 — T am gay it was 
'\maade by ſomebody's Hands, for it not make itſelf ?. 

21 Do you compare our ere rer to 


TL 6 s Image. 


' Fobn Roberts. © Yes, I do: That was his Image, and 

this is thine. And be it known unto thee, I ſpeak it in the 

blows voters Go of Heaven, I no more dare bow to 
© thy Common-Prayer- Book than the Three Children to 


— 
Biſbep. Yours is a ge uptare Religion, of a very 
in it, 


that there is no you out of it. 
Pio Robert. © Out of my 

© was a long 

op amon 


© after the right Way and Worſhip of Gon, before 


pou ; 1 4 eee N 


But tho* thou 


[ 25 ] 


* art an Ancient Man and a Biſhop, £ art way , 
7 2055 of th Sl * of gur Religion- E 


4 — 12 8 b 


© Help of ob, I can make it a ; that our Religion 


was many hundred Years before was thought of. 


Bi op. Vou ſee I have given you. Liberty of, Diſcourſe, 
and have not ſought. to [jo ha you in your, Words; but 
if you can make the Quakers Religion appear to be many 
Hundred Years older than mine you'll ſpeed the. better. | 


Jobn Roberts. © If I do not, ** ſeek no Favour at thy 


* Hands; and, in order to it, I hope thou lt ae me Li- 
© berty to aſk a few ſober dey re 
W-- rk vou may. . 
Jobe Roberts. . * Then firſt I w wi os where was 
6 thy Religion i in, oh toer's. Days. ? be Common-Prayer- 
- * Book was then e (eyen among the Clergy) like an 
„old Almanack, very N it in our Country. 
There were Td os Three Prieſts indeed, who ſtood ho- 
neſtly to their Principles, and ſuffer d pretty much; but 
 * the far greater Number turn'd with the Tide: And we 
have Reaſon to belieye, that. if 2 would have put 
© Maſs into their. Mo the, 5 oo have conform d eben 


a e $0 
; us. ow” 'Wou'd you 


5 — 
J Uns 0 e | 


© on was og hs e Throats for ? 
Be it known to thee, I ventur d my Throat for my Reli- 
gion in Oliver” s Days, as I. do. now.. 


A And. I mult tell you; tho in Ohwer' $ Days. 1 did 


to own it as I do now, yet I never own'd apy. o- 


Fe rs, thou madd a. Conſci- 


© ence of it ; 16 Thes 1 legal tho and «Con 
© to ſuch a Man's Hands, than into the Hands of one who 
© makes no Peary wards, Gon, bat wel 2 
"An Thin r his not thi 
x - renging Font dn holy rakens har 
6p hes to conkier it Wen worth eating other Mew 
« bottom for tot ming tc 


» 2k ATTY 


5 pretend gu 
Jobn Reb hy. . Ves; ee A 


Bat what Religi- | 


| 
| 


| 


[46] 


"Bibip. right: I hope we ſhall have 4 Care how 
1 nn Several, others were now come 

into the Room. ] But yo che Common- Prayer Book 
was before Oliver's Days. 

" Pohn Roberts. © Yes: I have a great deal of Reaſon to 
* know that; for I was bred up under a Conmon-Prayer 
* Prieſt, and a poor drunken Old Man be was: Sometimes 
de was fo drunk he could not ſay his Prayers, and at belt 

0 n 1 tho? I n rr beties 
* Man than he that is Prieſt there now. 

Biſhop. Who is your Miniſter now? 

John Roberts. My Minifer is Cnaisr Jesvs, the Mini- 
fer of the ewerlafting Covmant; but the preſent Prieft of the 
Pariſb is * e Bull. 
8 Biſhop. Do you fay that drunken Old Man was better 

{| than Mr. Bull? I tell you, I 255. Mr. Bull as OW 
E | able, and orthodox a Divine as any we tore Phe ke e 

- Fobn Robert. I am forry for that; for, if he be one of 
| © the = a7 ou, I believe the 'Loxv' will not ſuffer you 
n= long e is a proud, ambitious, ungodly Man; he 
1 C hath Kobe ſued me at ul and brought his Servants ta 
* fwear againſt me wrongfully. His Servants themſelves 
have confeſs'd to my Servants; that I might have their 
Fears; for their Maler made em drunk, and then told 
W | 2 "em they were ſet down in the 2 againſt 
| © nic, and they muſt ſwear to it: And fo did, and 
* brought treble Damages. They likekvife own own'd they took 
« Tythes from my Servant, d 'em out, and ſold em 
, for their Maſter. They have alfo ſeveral Tinies took, my; 
* Cattle out ef my Grounds, drove em 10 Fairs and Mar. 
* kets and fold them without g Ziving me any en OM 


— 1 do aſfuge you I will form Rar. Bull of 
you 
e Roberts. * Very well., And if thou pleafelt te (nd 
r me to face him, ſhalf make much more appear” ta 
* his Face chan . behind his Back. 
\ - Biſhop. But J fem E could make it ap- 
that your Religion was Jong eke 
e e | 
te * Our Religion as thou, g mal; in 
Jos wandered Iv. Ar = op iy AUNT, biel 
2 He 


— — 


— 


* the Mountain without Hands will overturn all. 


{ 27 ] -F 
„N. Power os alubliſh the cre Beligien in hs Chonch, | 
„ When he told the Women of n ther at that 


„ Mountain per 8 at Jeruſalem, ea, 8 eg foe 
ne 


ofſhip - Th re they knew not what. 
* I ſald he, Gon 5 5 bat por hee Hts 
e 32 * Solar 217 12 aur. T As is our R 
Dand hath ever been the Religion of all thoſe who 
« worſtipp'd Gov acceptably thro' the ſeveral Ages 1 
* down to this Time; and will be the Religion of the true 
* ſpiritual 8577 rs of God to the World s End ; a Re- 
* ligi jon 89555 y the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Gov, 
de o js 185 a Religion i by CarisT 
6 Mf E the Mas- Book eee or Directa- 
N or any of tkoſe Inventions and Traditions of Men, 
ich in the Night of Ax poltacy were ſet up. * 
Biſhop. Are all the Quakers of the fame K 
John Roberts. Yes they are. F ay hold Dodtrines con- 
trary to that taught by aur SV io to the Woman er 
e 05 Ir LES 
ou own the Trinity J 


* 


d. e. „ 
1 believe, abcording to a bande 
NN art 75 fe bare R cord in Hea ven, .and that 
V 35 Three are One * may it make as many Perſon: 
of them as hong 2115 1 would ſoberly aſk thee, ſiner 
1 + the Seri Heaven 0 Heavens cannot contain 
© ith, 1 he that kr; 1 inc enlible, 2 an ar 

N Likeneſs canſt thou ET the Xt 
ny Far | 


Bic. Yours is the frangelt of all 
th6 there are many Se&ts [whic ch he named] and tho" th 
and we differ in ſome 1 yet in Nel 
we agree * 2 JE. 7 0 6 7a all others, Nrike 
At the very, Roo Re 
John Ra Berts pL thou Ln te of t 
B Yes I am. boy > 
* et Tg * lam. glad of as . Ha N50 Kae 
ottenne ſo, and Truth Urikes at the very Foundation 
* thereof, Then Ul- Stone which Daniel ſaw cut 2 ot 


| 
2 foot e 7 » 


n 


28 1 
*-But, as to thoſe others thou mention'ſt, there is ſo little 

Difference between you, that wiſe Men wonder why you 
* \differ at all; only we read, the Bea/t had many , and 
daa Horns, which puſh againſteach pther. And yet I am 
i «fully perſuaded, there are many in this Day true ſpiritual 


'« Worſhippers in all Perſuafions. Te 

ive a common Mechanick to call our Tools by the ſame 
ames. | . 
John Roberts. 7 defire thee to explain thyſelf. 


© Bibs: | Why, you will give a Carpenter Leave to call 
his Gimlet a Gimlet, and his Gouge Gouge; but you call 


1 
- D—— — — 
_ —KK—K»K6E — —— — — —— nn gh 


our Church æ Maſs-houfe. r 
Jobe Roberts. 7 d you ere half hu, Men as Car- 
. 7 e ez 1 

Ne Why do you upbraid us 


Wa Roberts. 6 I would not upbraid you; but I' en- 
| deayour to ſhew thee wherein you fall ſhort of Carpenters. 
|} © Suppoſe I have a Son intended to learn the Trade of a Car- 
| | © penter; Lindent with an honeſt Man of that Calling, in Con- 
W | * jideration of ſo much Money, to teach my Son his Trade 
in ſach a Term of Years; at the End of which Term my 

$ a better Workman than 


ſhall we give you, that we 
Maſters ? But here you keep us 
be always paying you. 
! always learning and 
e t ledge of Gop! Mi- 

| us, and miſerable, Sinners y ou 


inf Confeſſion } | 

No. For I believe thoſe who confeſs 

Sins find Mercy at the Hand of 
in them ſhall be puniſh'd. But 


Eder., tou muſt away your 


How, dare you fay ? 26, C32, = 
Fohn Roberts. * I'll ſtate the Caſe, and thou ſhalt judge. 
© Suppoſe thou had'ſt a Son, and thou ſhould'ſ daily let him 
* know what thou would'ſt have him do, and he ſhould, 
Day by Day, Week by Week, and Year after Year, pro- 
* voke thee to thy Face, and ſay, Father, L have not done 
what tou commandeſt me to do; but have done quite 
* the contrary ; and continue to provoke thee to thy Face in 
this Manner once or oftner every Week, would'ſt thou 
* not think him a rebellious Child, and that his Application 
© ta thee was meer Mockery, and would it not occaſion thee 
to diſinherit him? After ſome more Diſcourſe, my Father 
told him Time was far ſpent ; and ſaid he, If nothing will 
* ſerve thee but my Body in a Priſon, here it is in thy Power 
* and if thou commandeſt me to deliver myſelf up, either to 
* the Sheriff, or to the Jailor of Gloucefter Caſlle, as thy 
* Priſoner, I will go, and ſeek no other Judge, Advocate, 
* or Attorney, to plead my Cauſe, but the Great * 
* Heaven and Earth, who knows I have nothing if 
* and Goodwill in my Heart to thee and all Mankind. 
Biſhop. No; you ſhall go home about your Buſineſs. 
John Roberts, © Then | deſire thee for the future not to 
trouble thyſelf to ſend any more Bailiffs after me ; for if 
thou pleaſeſt at any Time to let me know, by a Line or 
two, that thou would'ſt ſpeak with me, tho* it be to ſend 
me to Priſon, if I am well and able, 1'll come, | 
The Biſhop then call'd for ſomething to drink; but my 
Father acknowledged his Kindneſs, and excuſed himſelf from 
drinking. And Biſhop being called out of the Room, - 
one Cuthbert, who took Offence at my Father's Freedom 
with the Biſhop, ſaid, Haywood, you're afraid of nothing: 
* I never met with ſuch a Man in my Life. I'm afraid of 
4 — 2 — left ſuch Fanaticks as you ſhould cut my Throat 
* as b 
John Roberts. I don't wonder that thou art afraid. 
Cuthbert. Why ſhould I be afraid any more than you ? 
Fobn Roberts. © Becauſe I am under the Protection of 
* Him w —_—_— Sn 


4 dont 


* : 
7 2 
'1 : 
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[30] Ty 
«* without whoſe Providence a 8 ; 
Ground; but thou haſt Caix's Mark of Envy on thy Fore- 


bead, and like him art afraid whoever meets thee ſhould 


4 kill thee. 


Cuthbert lin a great Rage.) If all the kers in ue - 
© "yan Month's Time, Ul be hang'd 
g | 


Jobn Roberts [ſmiling]. Prether, Friend, remember, and 
3 thy Ward. 

My Father and his Friend Amariab Drewet then took 

their Leave, and returned home with the Anſwer of Peace 
in their Boſoms. 
Some Time aſter this, the Biſhop and the Chancellor i in 
their Coaches, accompained with Tho. Ma ſlers, Eſq; in his 
Coach, and about twenty Clergymen on Horſeback, made 
my Father's Houſe in their Way to the Viſitation, which 
__ at Tedbury the next Day. They ſtopped at the 
George Evans, the Biſhop's Kinſman, rode into 
the 0 Jag, to call my Father; who coming to the Biſhop's 
Coach Side, he — his Hand, (which my Father reſpect- 
Sully took) ſaying, I could not well go out of the County 
* without ſeeing you.“ That's very lind, ſaid my Father: 


"oo thou Peaſe to alight and come in, with theſe who are a- ; 


thee P 
gy, I thank you, Jule; we are going to Tedbury, 
ard 2 will not admit of it now 3 but 1 will drink with 
you, if you pleaſe, 

My Father weot in, and order'd ſome Drink to be 
brought, and then return'd to the Coach Side. 

Geo. Eugns. FJebn, is your Houſe free to entertain ſuch | 
Men as we are? 


John . res, George 3 I entertain hone Meng and 
L 

Geo. Ewen: { to the B My Lord, Jebn's Friends 
eee N 


Jobn Roberts. That's not fair, George, for thee to jut © 


thy Confiruttiou upon my Word: : Thou Hould. i bave given me 
Leave to do that. 

Squire o/er; came ont of his Coach, and flood by 
the Eilop's Coach Side; and the Chancellor, in adivert- 
ing Humour, faid to my Father, My Lord and theſe 
* Gentlemen, have been to fee your erer and 


0 * ve. 
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we think you keep it very decent. {This Piece of Grobnd 
my Father had given to Friend; for that Purpoſe ; it lay at 
the lower End of his Orchard.) My Father anſwered, - 
Zis tho' wwe are againſt Pride, wwe think it commendable to be 

an ellor. But there is one Thing among „Which 
I did not expect to ſee; I think it — little — 3 
I mean thoſe Grave - Stones which are placed at the Head 

and Feet of your Graves. . N 
Fobn Roberts, * That I confeſs is what I cannot much 

_ © plead for; but it was permitted to gratify ſome who had 

© their Relations there interred.” We, notwithſtanding, pro- 

2 — to have them taken up e er long, and converted to ſome 
better Uſe. But I defire thee to take Notice, we had © 
it from among you, and 1 have obſerved in many Things 
wherein we have taken you for our Pattern you have led 

* us wrong; and therefore we are now reſolved, with the 
Help of Gov, not to follow you one Step further. 

At this the Biſhop ſmil'd, and ſaid, Jobn, I think your 
Beer is long a coming. | 
John Roberts. I ſuppoſe my Wife is willing thou houl' ft 
have the beſt, and tbere ore lays to breach a freſh Veel. 

Biſhop, Nay, if it be for the belt, we'll ſtay. 

Preſently my Mother brovght the Drink, and when the 
Biſbop had drank, he ſaid, I commend you, 7F:#n, you 
keep a Cup of good Beer in your Houſe. I have not drank 
any that has pleaſed me better ſince I came from home. The 
C hancellor drank next ; and the Cup coming round again to 
my Father's Hand, Squire Mafers ſaid to him, Now, old 
School-fellow, I hope you'll drink to me. 

John Roberts. Thou ktnow'ft it is not my Pradice to drink 

ts any Man; if it wat, I v Aa, foon drink to ther as an- 
other, as being my old Acquaiztance and Schoal-fellow ; but if 
thou art pleaſed to drink, thou art very welcome. 

The Squire then taking the into his Hand faid, 
Now, John, before my Lord and all thoſe Gentlemen tell 
me what Ceremony or Compliment do you Quakers uſe 
when you drink to one another, 0 Fu 

John Roberts. Nene at all. For me to drink to another, 
and drink the Liquor, is at, beft but a Compliment, and that 
| borders much an @a Lye, % x | 

4a "Squire Maſters: What do you do then? 
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John Roberts. Why, if 1 have a Mind to drink, I take - 
1 Cup and drink ; and if my L be does the ſame ; 
I he may let it alone 
Squire Maſters. Honeſt Jobe, give me thy Hand, 
Here s to thee with all my Heart; and, accordin 64 to thy 
own Compliment, if thou wilt drink thou may 't, if not 
thou may ſt let it alone. 
| My. Father then offering the Cup to Prieſt Bull, he re- 
fus d it, ſaying it was full of Hops and Hereſy. To which 
Father reply'd, * As for Hops I cannot ſay much, not 
ing at the — of it; but as for Hereſy, I do aſſure 
8 — Neighbour Bull, there's none in my Beer; and if 
thou pleaſeſt to drink chou art welcome 5 but if not, I de- 
* fire thee to take Notice, as good as thee will, and thoſe 
are as well able to judge of Hereſy.” Here thy Lord Bi- 
© ſhop hath drank of it, and commend i it; he finds no He- 
reſy in the Cup. | 
Biſhop. [leaning over the Coach Door, and whiſpering 
to my Father, 0 John, I adviſe you to take Care you 
don't offend igainſt the Higher Powers. I have heard 
great Complaints againſt you, that You are the Ringleader 


of the Quakers in this Country; and that if you are not 


ſuppreſs d all will fignify nothing. Therefore, pray John, 
6 Care for the — you don't offend any more. 
Jiuba Roberts. * I like thy Counſel very well, and intend 

to cape it. But thou know'ſt God is the Higher Power ; 
* and you mortal Men, however advanced in this World, 
are but the lower Power; and it is only becauſe I endea- 
* your to be obedient to the Will of the Higher Powers, 
that the lower Powers are angry with me. But I hope, 
with the Aſſiſtance of God, to take thy. Counſel, and be 
ſubject to the Higher Powers, let the — Powers do 
* with me as it may pleaſe Gop to ſuffer them. 

Biſbep. I want more Diſcourſe with you, Will 
you go with me to Mr. Bus? 

John Roberts. Thou knowefl he hath no Grodevil] for we. 
1 _ * — . thee elſeaubere. 4 

22 you come To-morrow to Tedbury ? 

John Roberts. Yes if thou defireft it. | 

Biſbop. Well, I do. The Bi 2 —— 
| and went not to George , at ich he was very much 

offended. 


Nen 


' Next Morning my Father took his Son Nathaniel with 
him, in Caſe the Moy (in 


he expected. As they were 


along a 

bury, they were met by. Anthony Sharpe; © — whole 
Mother lived at Tedbury. After he underſtood by my Fa- 
ther where he was g going, he aſk'd him if he would 
of a Companion? If thou haft a Mind to go to Priſon, ſays 
my Father, thou may'ft go with me. I'll venture that (re- 
ae Anthony) ; for if I do I ſhall have good Company. 

they came to. the. Foot of the Stairs which led'up to 
the ß s Chamber, they were eſpy d by George Evans, 
who ſaid, Come up, John; my Lord thought yon long. 
When they came up the Biſhop: was juſt fitting 45540 to Din- 
ner, with a Number of Clergymen ; and offering to make 
Room for my Father, he excus'd himſelf, and retired with 
his Friend 'till Dinner was over. The Biſhop ſpoke to 
the Womam of the Houſe, for another Room, which (it 
being r was ſoon fill d wich \Priefts: me Cle 
thiers, " , \& : 
a0 {potting on a gem Gee faid, Come, 
Fabn, Leal turn over a ne- Leaf with you. If you will 


your Mittimus, and ſend you to Priſon. 
> Roberts. © Would't thou have end 


I invited you in, — you 
n BER. ** K of which keep 
! t 1s s W you 
at your Houſe, to the Terror of —.— 
Jobs Roberts, © This I'll promiſe thee before all this 
S that if any Plotters or ill- mnded Perſons corne 
L ar? ouſe,, to plot or-conſpire againſt the King or Go- 
* vernment, 161. know it, I'll 'be.the Grit Informer againt ; 
(chem myſelf, tho" I have not a; Penny, for: my Labour. 
s But if honeſt and ſober People come to my Houſe,” to 
| * wait upon and Gop of Heared in Spirit and 
Aue ſuch ſhall be welcome to me as long as I hẽ,ẽj 
"7 


tn) 


| © a Houſe' for em to meet in; and If I ſhould have none, 
the Loap will provide one for m. 
Bi/hep. Will you promiſe de yo to your own Pariſh 
Church to-hear Divine Service ? + 
Fobn Reberts; 1 © A can promiſe no ſuck T The kf 
© Time I was there, I was moved and required of the Loeb, 
whom I ſerve, to bear my Teſtimony againſt *a hirding 
* Prieſt, who was preaching for Hire and divining for Money; 
and he was angry with me, and cauſed the to turn 
me out. And I don't —.— to trouble him again till 
4 he learn more xeept the Loꝶ d require it of me. 
- Bijbop,' Send * the "Conſtable: I muſt. take another 


Courſe. 
If thou ould come to wy Houſe wy 


Jobe Roberts. 
der a Pretence of Friendſhip, and, in a Judas like Man- 
d me to Priſon, as I have 


© ner, betray me hither to 
* hitherto commended thee — Moderation, I ſhould 
then have Occafion to pu they Rhine in Prin, and cauſe 
& it to fink before all ſodes 1 N But it is thoſe who ſet 
* thee On to Miſchief, I would not have thee hearken to 
dem, but bid em take up ſome honeſt Vocation, and rob 
* their honeſt Neighbours no longer. They 
* of Caterpillars who deſtroy the Fruits of the 
Furth, and live on the Fruits of other Mens Labours. 

Then Prieſt Rich, of North-Sayray, ſaid, Who are thoſe 
you call Caterpittars ? | 

Job Roberts, © We Hucbandmen call them C 
ho live on the Fruits of other Mens Fields, and on the 
Sweat of other Mens Brows. 'Andif os doſt ſo, "they 
4 may ſt be one of them. 40-1; 117 

Rich. May it pleaſe Your: Lbjdthip; i you ſuffer” fack 
a Man as this to Then Your Lordſtup, and call You Old- 
Man, what wilt become of as ? 
VJ Reberts. © We honour Old Age, if it be bund! in 
the Way of Well-doin pl bar one would: not think you 
© ſhould be ſuch Dunges Grammar Rules. Von 
bred up at Ox nd Conbridhe't For What I, that 
uam a Layman, and bred up at Plow. Tail, 'onderſtand the 
0 Singalir and Plural Nombers. ” Thee and Thox is proper 
to a fingle Perſon, if it be to a Prince: Thou know ft it 
ld Eier. What | 8 b 2 Is it 


* 


5 


are ike a2 


| « you not accept the ſame Language from your Fellow'Mor- 
* tals, which you give to the Armtcuty ? What Spirit 
+ was that in,proud Hanan that would have poet Mordecai 
* to bow to Him? - 
„ This won't do. Make their Mittimus's. What's 
our 


Y 

Autbony A My Name is Anthony Sharp. » 

. Biſhop. Where da you live? 

_ Anthony Sharp. At Dublin, in the Kipgdom & 344 
 Bifbop. What's your Buſineſs, here ? | 

| Anthony Sharp. My Mother lives in this Town: And ad 
ſhe is ſych, and an ancient Woman, I thought it my Duty 
to come and ſce her. 


John, Roberts. N 
e tbou pleaſe, lay the mone on me, aud. let him go 


"Bikhep. or he may be as dangerous a Perſon as ytur- 
ſelf; and as you came for Company, you ſhall go for 
| aner. Send for the Conſtahle to take them into 

uſtody | 

The Woman of the Houſe, underſtanding the Conſtable 
was to be ſent for, diſpateh'd a Meſſenger to him, to bid 
ER the Way. But the: r miſſing him, 

l Ng he Houſe. — Accident. To whom the : 

hat do you; here, when honeſt Johr 0 

is N be ſent > Priſon? Here, come along me. 
The Conſtable being willing, ſhe.conceal'd him in another 
Room, and the nber 3 Meflenger bringing him Word 
Ne te Conlable was bot to be found, he he ſaid to my 

arner , 

Hit. Here 2 are many Gentlemen who dee great 
Way hams, and. can ſend you 20 Priſon in the Afternoon 3 
ſo. you may take your Liberty till Six a Clock. ” 

My Father percaiv;d, his Iutest was 82: get nd of his 
Company. So he withdrew, with his Friend Anthony Sharps 
and at Six a Clock returned without him, and found only 
Two Perſons with him, f. e. Eduard Barnet,” a — 
of 1 and 6 A t 

Bibep. „Leu are come. 'Tis well; I wat 
ſome more 8225 ** 

agb Hall, Ane pleaſe; vou, my: Lonk let we <&- 
courle him, 81 


— Ad. of — — 
* 


7 


- 


1360 Gerz 
ES Ay; as Me. Hall, N wilt give von an. fn. 


u. Parſon Hall. - "Tin ar Pep md Baabe a hold 
have the Light, Sight, and Knowledge of the Scriptures; 
ſor the Knowledge of the Scriptures hath made you mad. 
Jobn Roberts, © Why ſhould I not have the Privilege of 
buy in or y Money as well as thee or an 

other nag But you Prieſts, like the Fapiſt, would have 


aus Laymen kept in [gnorance, thar we might pin our 


Faith on your n and ſo the Blind lead the Blind till 


© both fall into the Ditch. But if the Knowledge of the 


« Scriptures hath made me-mad, the Knowledge of the Sack- 1 


« pot hath almoſt made thee niad ; an if we Two Madmen 
* ſhould diſpute about Religion, we ſhould make mad Work 


* of it. But, as thou ume Man, mailen 
« with thee. 


». 


| John Robert, Wilt this Jak an bind bore thy 
Lord- Biſhop. 

Parſon Hall. He did ſay I was drunk, my Lord. 
Biſbop. What did you ſay, Fobn ? I'll believe you. 
My Father what he ſaid before, the 

Held up his Hands, and (ſmiling) ſaid, Di e thy” 0, 


Jes? By which Hall perceiving the Biſhop" did not 


incline to favour him, went away in a Huff. The Biſhop 
then directing bis Diſcourſe to my Father, ſaid, John, 
* I thought you dealt hardly with me To- day, in telling 
me, beſore ſo many I came to your © 
* Houſe in a Judas-like Manner, and betray'd you hither 
©: to ſend you to Priſon; for if I bad not done what I did, 
_ * People would have reported me an Encourager of the 


uakers.* 
— IF they had, ae 
Ss thee. 


Biſhop. Come now, John, I'll burn 


Mittimus's 


before your Face. — Mr. ' Barnet, LEE ns 


bout ſome Cows that a Neighbour had loſt, and e ; 


'* uſual; but could not be found in the M 


—— 


N 


greater 
Reer that he would 
1 to make me inſtrumental in his Hand, for the 


e 


where find them, till they apply d to you. . 
John Roberts. If then pleaſeft to bear me, 74 tell thee þ 


the Truth of that Story 


. Bi Pray do; 7 I ſhall believe you, John. 12 
ahn Roberts. * I had a poor Neighbour, eo te 
ife and Six Children, and whom the Chief Mea about 


© us permitted to keep Six or Seven Cows upon the Waſte, 
which were the principal Support of his Family, and pre- 


* ſerv'd 'em from becoming chargable to the Pariſh. One 
very ſtormy Night the Cattle were left in the Yard, as 

ing. The Man 
© and his Sons had ſought em to no P : And after 
they had been loſt 4 ys, his Wife came to me, and, in 
a great Deal of Grief, cry d, 81 
we are undone! My Huſband and I muſt go a begging in 
our Old Age! We have loſt all our Cows ! ty Huſband and 


the Boys bave been round the Country, and can hear nothing 
of them, I'll down on my bear Knees if you'll ſtand our 
| Friend | * Fa ts would not bein n 


told her ſhe ſhould not down on her Knees to me ; but I 
would gladly help them in what I could. I know, /aidfbe, 
ou are a good Man, and Gon will hear your Prayers. I de- 
fire thee (ſaid I) to be ſtill and quiet in thy Mind; perhaps 
thy Huſband or Sons may hear of em To-day : If not, 
let thy Huſband get a Horſe, and come to me To-morrow 
EN NN if it pleaſe Gon 
to go with him to ſeek em. The Woman ſeem'd an- 
5 18 with Joy, crying, Then wwe ſhall have our Coun a- 
Her Faith being ſo ſtrong, brought the Ex- - 


of the poor Family. In the Morning early comes 

© the Old Man. In the Name of Gov, /ays be, which Way 
ſhall we go to ſeek em? * I being deeply concerned in my 
Mind, did not anſwer him till he had thrice repeated it 3 
rr 
ſeek them, and ſaid (before I was aware) we will 
= 09 0p Fair we ſhall find 


ren 


' | | ; 1 | 
Milch Cows thereabout ? What Manner of Cattle are thej 


* ſaid he? And the Old Man deſcribing their Marks and 
Number, he. told ys there were ſome ſtood chewing their 
* Cuds- in their Horſe Fair; but thinking they belonged to 


' © ſome in the Neighbourhood, he did not take particular 


- <0 
0 


# 


© Notice of them. When we came to the Place, the Old 
© Man found em to be his; but ſuffered his Tranſports of. . 
© Joy to riſe ſo high, that I was aſhamed of his Behaviour; 
7 for he fell a bolLowing, and threw. up his Mounteir Cap 
© in the Air ſeveral 7''mes, till he rais d the Neighbours 
* out of their Beds to ſee what was the Matter.” O] faid 
he, I had loft my Cows four or frue Days ago, and thought I 
ſhould never ſee them again; and this honeſt Nei of mine 
told me this . s ow0n Fire Side, Nine Miles off, that 
here 1 ſhould find : and here I bave them! Then up 
goes his Cap again. I 'd of the poor Man to be 
uiet, and take his Cows , and be thankful, as in- 
| I was, being reverently bowed in my Spirit before the 
Lon, in that he was to put the Words of Truth 
into my Mouth. the Man drove his Cattle home, 
© to the great Joy of his Family. 
Biaap. 1 remember another Mr. Bull told me, about a 
Parcel of Sheep a Neityhbour had loſt, and you told him 
where to find m. 
Jobn Roberts. The Truth of the Story is this: A 
(eighbour of mine, one Jobs Curtis, (at that Time a 
* Domeſtick of George Bulls kept ſome Sheep of his own ; 
* and it ſo fell out, that he loſt *em for ſome Days; but 
happening to ſee me, and knowing I went pretty much 
abroad, he defired me, if I ſhould fee em any where in 
* my Travels, to let him know it. It happened the next 
© Day, as I was riding towards my own Field, my Dogs 
* being with me, put up a Hare, and ſeeing they were like- 
* ly to kill her, I rode up to take them off, that ſhe might 


_ © eſcape, and, by meer Accident, I efpy'd J. Curtis's Sheep 


in one Corner of the Field, in a thick briary Part of the 
wherein they ſtood as ſecure as if they had been 
in a Pound. I ſuppoſe they had been driven thither by 
*. the Hounds, When I came home I ſent him Word of it, 
And tho” this is no more than a common Accident, I find 
Geerge Bull hath endeavoured to improve it to my Diſad- 


. 
F , | ** 7 
— — Ä . 
_ — — 


, 
38 1 I remember one Story more he tokd me, about | 
a Bs 
Fohn Roberts, * If I ſhan't tire thy Patience, lt acquaint 
* thee how that was. r 
| dom, to ſee his Parents at Siddington. © They put his Horſe 
19 to Grafs, in ſome Ground, e Part 
* of mine, call'd the Furſem Leaſes, thro". which they went 
38 * with the Horſe; and when they wanted to take him from 
* Graſs they could not find him. After he had been loſt 
1 * ſome Time, and they had-cry'd him at ſeveral Market- 
* Towns, ſomebody (who, tis likely, might have heard the 
| * former Stories told, as thou might't hear them) directed 
| © this Edward Symons to me, who tellin odd wy 
* aſk'd him which Way ad the feb, to Graſs? 
- © * anſwer'd,- thro' the Furſen- - I anſwer'd, The Harte 
2 being a Stranger in the Place, tis very he might 
ä * endeavour to bend homewards, and loſe himſelf in the 
| * Farfen Leaſes ; for there are a great many Acres belong- 
ning to me and others under that Name, which are ſo o- 
with Furſe Buſhes, that 2 Horſe may lye there 
5 DCs ag Time. I therefore adviſed him to get a2 
good deal of Company, and ſearch the Places diligently, » . 
© as if they were beating for a which if he did, 1 
** told him I was of the Mind he would find him. The 
Man did take my Advice, and found him. And where's 
* the Cunning of all this ? "Tis no more than thei own | 
n on m haye them to, properly 
„ er d ce Caſe." 20 
hep. I wanted. to hear theſe Stories from your own 
Mouth, tho' I did not, nor ſhouldhave credited them, in 
the Senſe Mr. Bull related them. But I believe you, Nabe. 
And now, Mr. Barnet, we'll aſk 7ohn ſome 2 Queſti- 


ons. I can compare hum to nothi _—#— 
Bells. You ai ty Mr. Barnet, a 
made of as good Mettal as can be A tbe thep 


may be out of Tune: So we may ſay of Jos; he's a Man 
of ts good Mittal es | ever mor with 4 but he's aire ou | 


Tune. 
John Roberts. Thou may'f ell ſay ſo ; for 1 can't tune 
ww” — 8 ] remembes have read, At che 
1 to , 
1 D 2 Preaching 


A 


N „ 


a Of the Apoſtle the Heart of Lydia was open'd. 


| Can you tell us what it was that open'd Zydia's Heart? 


John Roberts. I believe I can? 


; + Biſhop. I thought ſo. I defire you to do it. 


* theſe holy Men, that you get 2 
and Parſonages ; and the ſame f. ; 
* {ed be God, open d the Hearts o Thouſands in this Age ; 


John Roberts. Jr ut nothing but the Key of David. 
Biſbep. Nay, now John, I 3 vou are N 
John Roberts. urs ; 


vid, which opens and none can ſhut; and if thou ſhutt* a 


none can open. And that is no other but the Spirit of 
our Lorp ]esvs ChRIsT. It was the ſame ſpiritual Key 


that open'd the Heart of Moyes, the firit Penman of the 
© Scripture, and gave him a Sight of Things from the 
Beginning. It was the ſame ſpiritual Key that open'd the 
Hearts of all the Holy Fatriarchs, Prophets, and A 

in Ages paſt, who left their Experience of the Things of 


F «. Gov upon Record: Which if they had not done, you 


Ser, and Frick would nt have bad any Thing 9 
TT 


ita Key Key hath,” bleſ- 


* and the ſame ſpiritual Key hath, in a meaſure, open'd my 
© Heart, and given me to diſtin Things that differ. 
And it muſt be the ſame that muſt open thy Heart, if ever 
thou comeſt to have it truly . 

Bissep. It is the Truth, the very Truth. I never heard 


it ſo defined before. John, I have done you much Wrong: 


I defire you to forgive me; and I'll never wrong you 
more. 

Fobn Roberts. © I do heartily forgive thee, as far as it is 
© in my Power; and I truly pray the Father of Mercies 
ma 
6 Parr, ans wrong me more, Jam of the 
* ſame Mind with thee ; for it is in my Heart to tell thee, 
© I ſhall never ſee thy Face any more 

Biſhop. 
cefter ſo, and it proved true. 

Fobn Roberts. * That Jailor had been very cruel to me, 


* and the reſt of our Friends, who were then Priſoners. He 
— on 1 8 6. has . 


e thee, and make thee his. As to the latter 


I have heard you once told the Jallor of Clia- 


—_— 
* 


% 


e your Things; for if you do hell certainly 


cured a Felon vubo broke out of the Caſtle, and ſent the 71 


"their Meeting-houſe at Cirenceſter, a conſiderable Lime, 


Te 


put on the Calendar, had ing, were acqui 
ſeverely reprimanded the Jailor, ſaying, Sir- 
I hear that you do the like for the future, Pl 
that you ſhall be Failor here no longer. Shall I come 
to hear and determine Cauſes, and fball you keep Men in 
Priſon during your Pleaſure, and not put their Names in the 
Calendar ? The Jailor coming out of the Court was heard 
by the Turnkey to ſay, Twa⸗ of Haywood that 7. 
avas fo by the e; and if ever be 
come into the Cafile again, he Hall never come. out alt 
Upon which the Turnkey took an Opportunity to find me 
out, and informing me of it further ſaid, Ion d not h 
you by any. Means come back to the Caſtle To-night, to fetch any 
Fees. Til take equal Care of your Things as few yourſelf 
were preſent to do it. I acknowledged his Kindneſs, and 
went home. When the Failor returned to the Cafile, be aſt'd 
the Turnkey where the Quakers were ? He anſwer'd, be. 
thought it his Buſineſs to tale care of the Felans, and. to leave. 
the Quakers to him. Not long after, being Conffable,* I - 


Notice of it. He coming over to fetch him back, f d, , 
any Means I conld prevent it, that I would not come any more 
a Priſoner to the Caſtle while his Maſter <vas - Failor ; For, 
fays be, if you do, he ſwears you ſhall never on alive 3 

and that Hour you come in I'll leave the Caſtle ; for 1 


"can't ſtay there to ſee you abuſed. 2 


J. Yes, he does, ſaid be. Then remember me 10 
J. and tell bim from me, I Hall never ſee his Face any more. - 
Soon after it pleaſed Gov to take bim away by Death ; and 
in a little Time I was had Priſoner there again. ** 
This was the-taſt Conference my Father had with the 
Biſhop, who died ſoon after. Wa by | 
Some Time after our Friend: having been kept out of 


had continued to meet in the Street, Buz Orders being 


D'3 given 


h, good Wonan, Enough; - 
e, Richgrd Bowwley, of 
Cirencefter And when be had done Str 


FK. Bowly. My Name is Richard Bowwley. 
Sir J. Gu Where do you live? 
Nich Nei. In this Town. 5 

Sir J. Guije What Trade are you ? 
Rich. Beule. A Malſter. | 
Sir J. Gui/e. Set down Rich. Bexuley 20l. for Preach- 
ing. Whoſe Houſe is this ? | a 
John Roberts. This Houſe hath many Owners. ' 
Sir J. Guz/e. But who is the Landlord ? 

John Roberts. Ones who is able to give us @ quiet Poſſef- 


of it. | 
Sir J. Guie. I demand of you who is the Landlord of it ? 
Jahn Roberts. The King is our Landlord. 

Sir J. Gu. How is the King your Landlord ? 

John Roberts. „n is the King's Land, and we pay the 
King's Aaditoys. And aue are net only, bis peaceagie Subjetts, 
hat  alſ tis good Tenants, whe pay him bis Rent. Therefore - 
WV 
Sir 7. Gui/ſe. Who pays the King's Auditors ? 
Rich. Rowley. Ido. 2 : TJ 
Sir 7. Gw/e. Set down Rich. Beichky 20 l. ſor the 
E. s 1 | 
+ John Roberts. V is that [ſpeaking to the other 
'Juflices] who ir /o farward to tale. Names, and levy Fines ? 
Juſtice Rarcher. Don't you know him? Tis Sir 7. 


| 0 Guiſe. What's that to you? What's your Name? 
John Roberts. F net aba d of my Name., But if thy 

Name be John Guiſe, I knew thy Father by a wery r 

 dreident: And I wand bawe thee rake Warning by thy Father. 
A Ward ta the Wiſe ie fuſrciem. 7 


Sir 


- 
* 
— — — . ESSE — — — i 


N Sir . Cn Here, Conftable, whe this Fellow, d 

n lay him by the Heels... He affronts me. 
John Roberts. My Heels, Man! Fear cad dread the ® 
ving God: Tan me afraid. of being laid by the Hal, 'The-. 

. Conſtable not being forward to. abey his Ordets, be took 
my Father by one Arm, and bid the Conſtable take bim by | 
the other, So they led him into the Street, and bid kin 
go out about his Buſineſs. / am about my Buſineſs, fad 
my Father: And, on their going in again, my Father fol- IYf 


low'd them. 
Haywood, I thought I had you eat. 


Re 
. What do you here again ? 

John Roberts. J come 9 bony * behaweſt am 
my Friends, and if thou doft not behave. thyſelf” wel, T. Gail ' 
make bold to tell thee of it. by 

Sir J. Guiſe. 1 command you, in the King's Name, 39 
out again. 

John Roberts. I/ thow pleaſe 2 to go out ff, Pl follow, 

With ſome Pains — e Friends out of the Houſe, 
and order d all ry a brought out into the Street. 
Which was done. On which my Father ſaid, The Seats. are 
our own, and we may as well ft ar fand. 80 che Friends - 
ſat down :- But preſently after they were broke up and 
diſpers'd, — Not long after John Timbrel,, a Friend of, 
Cirenceſter, wrote to Juſtice Burcher, and told him (amongſt 
1 } he had *'till then a better Opinion hp 

think be would ſet his Hand to ſuch a Worle; 

Reno. ce es in it. Sir-Jobs, Se Fun | 
aa _ acquainted with it by ' Juſtice Burcher, ſent out a 8 

Warrant againſt Jobs Timbrel. The Conſtable who Jad 142 
to ſerve was ſo civil to inform him of it, and tell him that 
he would not ſerve it on him till his Market was over. 
However, he leſt his Market, came to my Father, told him 
of the Warrant, and aſk'd his Advice. My Father ad- 
viſed him not to ſlay for the of the Warrant, bat go 
direQlyto Sir John. He engaging my Father to accompany 
bim, away they went. When they came before, Sin John, 

John, Timbrel, ſaid, I heard thou hadſt ſent out a War- 

rant ta bring me before thee. | But 1 choſe rathes ta came 
without it. | | $ 224. yan 

Sir n. What's your Name ? £1. 44) 28% 

J. Timb, br Timbrel. * 


us 


5 ir Fobn. 40 0 that ſaucy 


" wrote to Mr. Burcher, to deter him executing the 
King's Laws? 
F. Timb. * I did write a Letter to Wm. Burcher. 

Sir Fobn. Then you deſerve a Stone Doublet. 

FJ. Timb. * Haſt thou ſeen the Letter? . 
Sir John. No, but I have had an Account of it. 
IJ. Roberts. Ther, tho' thou art a Young Man, I defire 

aber u few thielf fo much: a viſe Man as not to condemn any 
Thing thou haft not ſcen. I have ſeen a Copy of it, and think 
there is a great deal of goed Advice in it ; and 1 wiſh both thee 
and Wm. Burcher were ſo wiſe as to take it. 

Sir Jobs. I thought you were the Writer or Inditer of 
it, tho“ Timbre/'s Name was to it. | 

John Roberts. No, 7 as not. — 11 
after et ſent. 

Sir John. But I remember you affronted me t'other Day 
before a great Number of People concerning my Father. 
Pray what do you | know of my Father ? 

Jobn Roberts. * Sometime ago, ſeveral of my Friends 

being met, together with me, in a peaceable Manner, 
to worſhip God, at Stoke Orchard, thy Father came in 

| „with a File of Muſqeteers at his Heels, and beat and 
abus d us very much. I then warn'd him in abundance - 
of Love. Yet he did not ſeem to regard it, but ſent 
about 12 of us to Gloueeter Caſtle. I then told him Gon 
would plead our Cauſe with him. And I was credibly . 
* inform'd, that (not the very Night, but) the next Night 

* after, he went to Bed as well in Appearance as uſual ; 
but, in the Morning, he not ringing a certain Fell, which 
had by him for that purpoſe, at the Time he us'd to 
, his Houſe-keeper went up ſeveral Times, and thought 
was aſleep. But at length, ſuſpecting — more 
ordinary, ſhe made a cloſer Inſpection; and, per- 
ing his Countenance chang'd, ſhe threw open the 
urtains in a great Surprize. On which, he juſt flaſh'd 
open his Eyes, but ſaid not a Word. She aſk'd him how 

„ 4 7 bar be made no anſwer, Which made her cry 
more earneſtly, Pray, Sir, how do you do? How it it 
evith you For God's ſake tell me. And all he ſaid to ber 
was, Ob! theſe Quakers! 0h! theſe Quakers} Would to 


* 
e Go 
- 
a 
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——— ©. 
l Hard againſt theſe Quakers! 1 dit 


not hear that ever he more 


Sir Jula ſeem'd ſurpris' d at this Relation, and did 
not contradict it in the leaſt; which, it is reaſonable to 


think, he would, and with Reſentment too, had it not been 


true. Yet notwithſtanding this fair Warning, he .conthived | 
4 Practice of granting Warrants againſt us. But the Officers 

| yore SPOcery ſo civil as to-acquaint us with it in Time. 
after this, Sir J. Guiſe and Sir Reb. Athins, be- 


. ing at Perrot . Brook, Two Miles from Cirencefter,  quar- 
| 


re 8 Sir Johr drew his Sword, and 
demanded Satisfaction. But thoſe in the Houſe 'ftepp'd 
between them and parted them. They Sons 
ified, fat down to play again. But afterwards, | 
alk together in the Bowling- green, the Breaſt of dir 
Jobs being ſtill fill'd with Reſentment, he ſaid, Sir Robert, 


| you gave me the Liz; and I will have Satisfaction. 


Sir Robert. / I ba ſaid ary Thing more than is cummon 


for Gentlemen to ſay to each other ir their Play, un, en 


and J, I aſt your Pardon. 
Sir John. 8 you'll go in, and aſk jt before the People 


of the Houſe, I will put it up; otherwiſe 1 will not. 


Sir Robert. No, Sir John; that's beneath me. 
Thou” * Then draw, or you ſhall die like a 
drew; and Sir Robert gave him a gentle Pri 
2 ny and faid, I deſire you, Sir John, to — {oa 
Satisfadtion. I could have had you elfwwhere ; but but was wrwit- 
N Miſchief. 
Sir John. I'll kill, or be kill'd ! 


4 


Sir Robert. If that be your Mind, het „ jour Belf a I 


bell as you can; for I ſhall have you at next Paſs, — And 
ſo he had; for he ran him through, in at the Belly, and out 
at the Back ; on which he fell. ir Robert epp'd up to bir, 
unbutton'd his Cloaths, tore his Shirt down, and gently drew 
out his Sword: And then, after he had well ſuck'd the 
Wound, taking his Fandkercheif, he rowl'd up che Corners 
of it hard, and thruſt it into the Orifice : Then 
* Cloaths, he liſted him up, and deſired him, while he 

able, that he would acquaint the People of the Houſe 
his Death was of his own ſeeking. A ney" 


— 
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© would bare killed kim.” Sir Robert procur d him Sur- 


a while, when Pains came 


goons: And, 


Hand of Gon upon him for meddling with the Quakers. 


evood told me, If I went on perſecuti 
Hand that overtook my Father would o 


- 


. © ſome envious Prieſts; and I might have Time to repent 

it. And fo I do with all my Heart. And tis true; I 
© could never come into Company with Mr. Careleſs or 
© Mr, Freame, but they would be ſtirring me up to put the 
Laus in Execution againſt Di/exters.” he Sword 
having miſs'd his Intrails, he recover'd, flood Candidate 


- 


for the County after, and never more diſturb'd our Meet- 


_ ings. - | 
The next Thing I ſhall take Notice of is, the Proceed- 
ings of Juſtice James againſt my Father, my Brother 
Nathaniel, and myſelf. He came to the Ram in Cirencefter, 
and ſent for my Brother and me. My Father went with us. 
And, when we came thither he ſaid : ——— Tis very 
| © well John, that you are come too. I ſent for your Sons, 
© to let them know it is His Majeſty 
* the Laws put in Execution: And now I take this r- 
7 tunicy to let them and you know that we muſt all be of 
One Church | | 
obn Roberts. Thou ought'ſ then to be well aſſured 
© that it be the right Church. For if thou ſhouldſt be ſo far 
permitted to exerciſe the Authority thou art intruſted 
with, as to force a Man, againſt his Conſcience, to conform 
* toa wrong Church, thou can't not indemnify that Man 
* for ſo Conforming in the Day of Account. | have read, 
indeed, chat our Saviour made a Whip of fmall Cords to 
* whip the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple; but I never 
| Pros flere ipp'd any in.—-The Window of the Room 


8 
ze Juſtice, pointing ts it i,, © What do you call that John ? 
Jenn Roberts. Thou may'/t call it a Daw-houſe, if hon 
 pleaſeſl. Dofin't thay fee how the Jack-Daws flock about ir. 
Julia. Well! notwithſtanding your Jeſting, I warn you, 


4.» 


upon 
; faid, It was the juſt 


fore I was aware. He further told me, I was ſet on by 


's Pleaſure to have 


a Profpet of Cirenceſter Tower; and 


2 
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nan the King's Name, that you Meet no more, as you'll ans 


ſwer it at your Peril. 


* Roberts. Then, Lam, tor EY hs: hah ne. 


1 Then Ab > me * * 
And I di now warn thee, in the Name of the King 


| TT: and Lord of Lords, zot to male or hinder as in 


the peaceab}; 2 N 4 of our Duty to Gon, as thou ant . 
Fwer it at another. | 


ff 

A little Time after this, he ſent to the Officers, to bid em 
to the Quakers Meeting: - houſe on Sunday next, and bring 
ir Names to him. The Officers were very unwilling to o- 
bey his Command; and ſame of them acquainted me with 
their Orders, deſiring we would not meet at the uſual Time, 
or atherwiſe that we would meet at another Place. I told 
them, we did not dare ſo far to deny the Worſhip of our God: 
For, ald I, we worſhip the ſame Gon that Dania did: And 
he, notwithſtanding the ſevere Decree of the , failed 
not openly- to ou A * Las to him, with his Win 
dow open as. uſl ob is the ſame he was in 


Daniels Days, — 1 to ſtop the Mouth of the Lion aa 


he was then. And we are not afraid to truſt in him, 
having had Experience of many Deliverances he hath 
wrought for us. The next Firſt Day we met, at the 
Time and Place we uſed to meet ; and a Meeting we 
had, the Livin "S Preſence of the Loxp being ſenſibly felt 
amongft us. One of the Conſtables came in, and deliver d 
a Warrant to my Brother John, deſiring him to read it. But 
my Brother put it in his Pocket, telling him he defign'd-to 
read it when the Meeting was over. © That will not * | 
* ſaid he ; for if you w I not read it now, I defire yo 

© pive it me again.“ Which he did. And then . wk 
a Liſt of ſeveral of our Names, and carried it to Juſtice 
George. ' On which he ſent out his Warrants to diſtrain our 
Goods. . They ſeig'd my Father's Corn in his. Barns, and 
lock'd up the Barn-Doors. At that Time the Murrain had 
ſeiz'd the ſuſtice's Cattle, and they died apace. His Stew- 
ard told him he muſt ſend for Jabs Huywoed, or he would 
looſe all his Cattle. No, the Juſtice, don't ſend for, 
him now ; becauſe T have Warrants out againſt him and 
* his Soas. Send for any bady-gile. now.” 80 the Steward 


of Service to em.“ Send for him 
then, ſaid the Juſtice ; but don't bring him in as you uſe to 
do. When he has done what ye can, pay him and diſmiſs - 
him. So my Father was ſent for and went [having learned 
the Great Chriſtian Leſſon to return Good for Evil) and did 
his beſt ſor em. When he had done, as he was wiping his 


Hands in the Entry, the Juſtice undeſignedly came by him ; | 


and, ſeeing he could not avoid his Notice, faid, © So John, 
© you have done ſomething for my Cattle, I ſuppoſe, Ter, 
* ſaid my Father, and ] hope it will do em good. Well, 
«ſaid the Juſtice to the Steward, pay John. - | | 
John Roberts. No ; Til have none of thy Money. 
Juſlice. None of my Money! Why ſo?- a 
John Roberts. To what Purpoſe is it for me to take a 
itil of thy Money by Retail, and thou come and take my 
uſtice. 't think your coming to drench and bleed 
alt, Gale ſhall deter me from executing the King's Laws. — 
John Roberts. 1's Time enough for thee to deny me a Fa- 
wour when 1 aſk it of thee. ¶ /eek no Favour at thy Hands, 
But, when thou w done me all the Diſpleaſure thou art per- 
mitted to do, I will notwithſtanding . ſerve thee or thine to the 
 wimoſt of my Pe rt. 


Juſtice. "Tis no Intruſion, Jobn ; you ſhall ſlay, 
So my Father ſtay d, and preſented him with a Piece of 
Thomas Elkyood's againſt Perſecution. Which together with 
my Father's Readineſs to ſerve him, ſo wrought on him, that 
don't remember any of his Corn was taken from him at 
that Time. But my Brother Nathaniel and myſelf, being 
Partners in Trade in Cirencefler, were Fin'd by this Juſtice 
George, for our Selves and Unable Perſons preſent with us 
at the Meeting, Seventy Pounds, _ ieee 


ee by that Book i thy liens (abies fees 


er 
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fide. But the Juſtices gave Orders they ſhould be 
opon. A Young Woman, being in the Shop when i 
done, ran out at "he Tk door. in a Fright. 
Thomas ſeeing ſaid, © There's One gone! There mi 
well be Five Hundred gone! I'll take my Oath. 
© a Conventicle, I, being near him, bid him take care 
he ſaid or ſwore, becauſe he muſt give Account, and 
not how ſoon. A Servant beloning to one of them took 
my Hat, and laid it on the Table. I took it, and put it 
again, ſaying, I hope a Man may keep his Hat on in 
own Houſe, without Offence to any Man. A | 

Sir Themas. What's your Name? 

D. Roberts. Daniel Roberts. 

Sir Thomas, Can you ſwear? - 

D. Roberts, Not that 1 know of. 1 never 174 

Sir Thomas. Then you muſt begin now. 

D. Roberts. I think I Hall not. 
Sir Thomas, How will you help it? 

D. Roberts. By not doing it. But if then can'f 


i 
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lawful fince C forbids it, then 1 will 4 
to fewear, fince CHRIST it, t fewear, 
For when Men come and ſay You mu l tis bur 
reaſonable to expe ſuch Men ſhould to prove it lau- 
ful. Our Saviour ſays, Sex hot nc ol Thou , 1 niuſt 
ſwear. Pray, which muff I obey? 
Sir Thomas Well, Daniel, if you will not ſwear you 
| muſt goto Jail. bc 
D. Roberts. THY OO OS For be it known 
to you, ce bad rather be in Priſon, and eajoy our Peace with 
Gov, than be at Liberty, and break our Peace with Him... 
44 I ſuppoſe you are one of J. nn 
77. 
5 7 Parſons. I am ſorry for that. 43 
Roberts. Why art thou ſorry for that ? 1 never heard a 


Father. Life, What 53 
pros „ ather. in my Life, e 


Sir Thane, Thot fa ib not only miſled himſelf, but is 
alſo a Means to Lead Other: 


* a 7 


5 K. 50 245 | * 2 
. Obedience to the Law of bi Gov, that's no more than the . 
* . Aeeuſers of honeſt Daniel had againſt bim; and that does not + 

=o concern me. Sir Thomas. His worſhipping Gop in the Way 
de does is Crime enough. D. Roberts.” Then I bope I 

Shall be a Criminal as long as I live. 
Then they ſeiz'd what Goods they pleaſed, and took them 
away with them. And, iter they kd fonder's to us the Oaths 
twice more, our Mirtimus was made, and we were ſent to 
EF Gloucefler Caſtle; where we found ſeveral of our Friends 
before us; and, with them that were ſent in ſoon after us, 
- we became a Family of Forty or Fifty. The Jailor's Name 
was Fobn Landborne ; and, for a Piece of Service I did him 
gratis in his Abſence, (i. e. officiating as Key-turner, = 
preventing Two notorious Robbers from breaking out) I 

Could prevail with him to let ſeveral of our Friends go 
home, when Occaſion particularly required, for ſome Time 
together. We, being a large Number of us in the Priſon, 

| had often large Meetings, on the Firſt Days, in the Caſtle. 
| Divers of the Priſoners who were not of us, as well as 
| | ſeveral 3 out of the City, would come and fit down 


the Ci 
— Lenadr te 7 others. My Father was rom | 


— enen XD 
ppining of othen for what he was doing himſelf : For faid 

You are now doing wvhat you ought not, and leaving undone 
what you ought to do ; catching hold of his grey Locks to 
pull him down. in Years be dl hn Grous pretty ſtrong 


he avoided it by coming bis Head afde, When be had 
dune ſpeaking, a Friend ſtood up and ſaid, 'Tis a Sign the 
F done, that Priefts 


| k., leave their Pulpits and Pariſbianers, to take up the Bu 


1 ain Priſoners in the Priſon. 
ih Pars had ben los Tin 1 ; 
ſome preſent, and nobody would give him Infor- 


be cue with you another Way. For he had got a Liſt of 
- ſeveral of the Priſoners Nam es: and taking for granted they 7 
were all at the Time, he ſent out his Warrants for 
detaining their Goods. However, herein he was miſtaken ; 
for ſeveral were then abſent; amongſt waom was Lettice _ © 
Guß, a Widow, who liv'd about Twenty Miles diſtant. 
Some Officers were ſent to her Houſe to diſtrain her Goods, 
for being at this Meting, when ſhe was Twenty Miles from 
the Place. When the Officers came, ſhe told them ſhe was 
not at the Meeting; and, to convince them, perſuaded em 
to go with her to her Landlord, who was alſo a Juſtice of 
the Peace, and knew what ſhe ſaid to be true. When they - ©? 
| came before him, and ſhew'd him the Warrant, What a 
' © Raſcal, faid he, is this Par/ens! Here he ſays he'll take | 
| his Oath that my Tenant was convicted by him of being 
| © at a Convemicle, in Glouceſfer Caſtle, ſuch a Day of the 
© Month; and I'll take my Oath ſhe was at home the: ſame | 
Time, which is Twenty Miles off. If you touch any of 
© her Goods by Virtue of this Warrant, be it at your Peril. 
I'll affure you if you do, I'll ſtick cloſe to you Skirt. a 
Officer. What can we do in this Caſe? How 7m qu 
make a legal Return of the Warrant without executing it ? 
Landlord. Carry it back to Mr. Parſons, and tell him 
© to wipe his Breech with it; and [I'll bear you out in it." 
So they return'd, without giving her any further Trouble. 
Another Warrant was iſſued out againſt Francs Bey, Phy- 
ſician, on the ſame Account, and of the ſame Value, 
who was likwiſe abſent at the Time of his pret ended 
Conviction. When the Officers came to diſtrain his 
Goods, he was not at home. Sd his Cattle were taken 
away, to the Value of between 20 and 3o I. He aſter- 
wards, on Inſpection, found by his Books, that be was 4 
attending a Gentleman the Time he was ſaid to be con- I 
victed. To this Gentleman he went, and enquired f 
him if he could remember the Day he attended him? The. © 
Gentleman anſwer'd, he had good Reaſon to remember 
© it; for, ſaid he, if you had not done what you did for | 
me that Day, I believe I ſhould have been now in my 
Grave. He then inform'd the Gentleman of the Reaſon 
that induced him to give him that Trouble. Well, reply d 
© he, I adviſe you to appeal to the next Seſſions 
_ - © for Redreſs; and you may aſſure yourſelf I'll endeavour 


ER 


3 Oath, beſore any Judge, or Bench of Juſtices in England, 
t © that you were with me that Day.“ But it ſo fell out that 
be had no Occaſion to appeal. For it ſoon tool Air that 
be had ſuch a ſubſtantial Evidence in his Favour; and his 
Cnttle were return'd before the Seſſions. 
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Not long after, it pleas'd Gop to viſit our dear Father 


With Sickneſs that prov'd mortal. I had Leave to attend 


him in the major Part of the Time he was fick : And the 
Long was pleaſed to favour him with his Living Preſence in 


his laſt Moments; and having honourably finiſhed his Day's _ 
Work, he departed this Life in the Year 1683, and was in- 


terred in the Piece of Ground he had long before given to 


Friends for a Burying-place, ſituate at the lower End of his 


Orchard, at Siddington, near Cirenceſter. 
Some Days after his Interment, I had the News that m 


Brother and my ſelf, with Four Friends more were difſcharg'd / 


by the Judge; but that the other Four were detain'd for 
their Fees. I therefore went down to uſe my Intereſt with 
the Jailor for their Diſcharge. I found him ill in Bed; and 
told ine he was very willing to remit the Fees belonging to 


himſelf; but there was ſome due to the Under-Sheriff, and 


' thoſe were not. in his Power. But ſoon after, Providence 


ſio ordered, that we all had our Liberty; and I; came and 


ſettled at my preſent Habitation at Cheſham, in Buckingham- 
fire, where I have now dwelt about Forty Years. _ 

Thus, conſidering, that it were great Pity thoſe fingular 
Providences - of the Almighty ſhouid not be recorded, for 
the Benefit of Poſterity, I was willing, for my own Peruſual 
and that of my Family, and ſome few particular Friends, to 
commit them to writing. In the doing of which, reſpectin 

the ſeveral Conferences my Father had with the Biſhops, — 
others, before - mentioned, I have been careful to pen them 
down in the ſame Words they were then 
near as I could recollect, or at leaſt to retain the 


Senſe and Purport of them. ich (Reader) if they tend 
n a Courſe of true 


Piety, I have my End; who am | 
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